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1
Decision/action requested

The group is asked to discuss and approve the proposals.
2
References
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3GPP TS 23.558: "Architecture for enabling Edge Applications;"
3
Rationale
Based on the LS out from SA6 (S5-211028) and ETSI MEC (S5-211016), they provide the similar view for the relationship between EAS and MEC application, that :

SA6: EAS and MEC application are application servers and are contained in the same box to represent that they can offer similar application specific functionalities.

ETSI MEC: ETSI ISG MEC shares the view that both EAS and MEC application are application servers.
It also indicates that: 

SA6: The 3GPP EDGEAPP architecture is considered as a global industry architecture for edge computing deployments for mobile networks. Annex C is an informative illustration of a possible relationship that can exist between ETSI MEC and EDGEAPP. In Rel.17, SA6 does not plan to conduct any detailed analysis on the alignment between ETSI MEC and EDGEAPP. Any alignment is left to implementation.

The alignment between ETSI MEC and EDGEAPP in Rel.17 is left to implementation. According to ETSI MEC relpy, the potential alignment will be discussed and the agreements will be captured in several MEC specifications.
It is worth for SA5 to do the study and figure out whether using ETSI MEC for Edge application lifecycle management is possible. 

Another benefit of using ETSI MEC for Edge application lifecycle management is that the interface as defined by ETSI MEC is very simple, it only includes 3 operations (instanatiation, termination and operation), which is much easier for 3GPP management system to use.  
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6.2.x
EAS lifecycle management based on ETSI MEC

6.2.x.1
Goal
The goal is to enable the 3GPP management system to interact with ETSI MEC system as described in [x] for EAS lifecycle management. In ETSI MEC [x], MEC Applications and MEC Platform can expose services which can include network services, subject to their availability at the core or access network level. Both EAS and MEC application are application servers and can provide similar application specific functionalities. Both EES and MEC platform provide application support capabilities towards the application servers. One implementation option is to collocate EAS and MEC application, and to collocate EES and MEC platform. This use case enables the 3GPP management system to interact with ETSI MEC system for EAS lifecycle management. 

6.2.x.2
Pre-condition

The MEC management system, including MEO, MEC platform and MEC Platform Manager as described in ETSI MEC [x] is deployed. 

6.2.x.3
Description
For EAS instantiation:

1.
A consumer requests for EAS(s) instantiation providing EAS deployment requirements including (not limited to) deployment requirements, QoS requirements, service areas.
2.
The 3GPP management system determines the EDN where the EAS(s) will be deployed.
3.
The 3GPP management system interacts with ETSI MEC MEO to perform the following operations:

-
Instantiate the EAS MEC app on the MEC platform.
4.  The 3GPP management system sends a response to indicate that the EAS(s) have been instantiated successfully. 

For EAS termination:

1.
A consumer request management service of 3GPP management system to terminate the EAS with the EAS identifier(s).
2.
The 3GPP management system interacts with ETSI MEC MEO to perform the following operations:

-
Terminate the EAS MEC app on the MEC platform.

4.  The 3GPP management system sends a response to indicate that the EAS(s) have been terminated successfully. 

6.2.x.4
Requirements

REQ-EAS-LIFECYCLE-MEC-FUN-1: 3GPP management system should have the capability to interact with ETSI MEC MEO for the EAS instantiation and termination.
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