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1
Decision/action requested

Discuss and agree on the proposal.
2
References

None.
3
Rationale

3GPP uses the OpenAPI specification to define REST APIs. The CT groups publish the definitions in YAML format. SA5 chose to use JSON format.
It is possible to round trip between YAML and JSON without information loss. This imposes some minor restrictions on the complete JSON and YAML feature set, but these restrictions are anyway considered by the OpenAPI specification.

When using the OpenAPI specification you can choose hence freely to publish the REST API definitions in YAML or JSON.

YAML basically replaces the curley brackets used by JSON with indentions. Therefore, YAML is very sensitive to missig or additional white spaces. Tab stops can result - when copy-pasted - in wrong indentions as well.

That is why SA5 chose JSON some time ago. In the meantime, SA5 has gained some experience, and found also quite some shortcomings of JSON, including
· For good readability, brackets should be placed without any additional code in a line. This makes JSON code consume many more lines than YAML impairing readability.

· CRs with revision marks for the code changes are more difficult to write than in YAML.

· JSON format is not aligned with CT groups that use YAML.

· The GUI of the Swagger editor supports only coding in YAML. The JSON format needs to be created explicitely which can be done only when saving a file.

· The text for "description" keys may include line breaks. These are kept when saved in YAML When saved in JSON, the Swagger editor removes the line breaks impairing readability.
All these disadvatnages do not outweigh the robustness of JSON regarding additional or missing whitespaces. It is proposed to publish REST APIs in SA5 using YAML.
4
Detailed proposal

It is proposed to publish REST APIs in SA5 with YAML instead of JSON.
