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1st change
5.2.2
Association relationship

5.2.2.1
Description

It shows a relationship between two classes and describes the reasons for the relationship and the rules that might govern that relationship.

It has ends. Its end, the association end(s), specifies the role that the object at one end of a relationship performs. Each end of a relationship has properties that specify the role (see 5.2.9), multiplicity (see 5.2.8), visibility and navigability (see the arrow symbol used in Figure 5.2.2.2-2: Unidirectional association relationship notation) and may have constraints. Note that visibility shall not be used in models based on this Repertoire (see bullet 3 of 5.2). 

See 7.3.3 Association of [2].

Three examples below show a binary association between two model elements. The association can include the possibility of relating a model element to itself. 

The first example (Figure 5.2.2.2-1) shows a bi-directional navigable association in that each model element has a pointer to the other. The second example (Figure 5.2.2.2-2) shows a unidirectional association (shown with an open arrow at the target model element end) in that only the source model element has a pointer to the target model element and not vice-versa. The third example (Figure 5.2.2.2-3) shows a bi-directional non-navigable association in that each model element does not have a pointer to the other; i.e., such associations are just for illustration purposes. 

2nd change
5.2.2.2
Example

An association shall have an indication of cardinality (see 5.2.8).

It shall, except the case of non-navigable association, have an indication of the role name (see 5.2.9). The model element involved in an association is said to be “playing a role” in that association. The role has a name such as aClass in the first example below. Note that the use of "+" character in front of the role name, indicating  visibility, is optional.
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Figure 5.2.2.2-1: Bidirectional association relationship notation
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Figure 5.2.2.2-2: Unidirectional association relationship notation
[image: image5.emf]
Figure 5.2.2.2-3: Non-navigable association relationship notation

Note that some tools do not use arrows in the UML graphical representation for bidirectional associations. Therefore, absence of arrows is not, but absence of role names is, an indication of a non-navigable association.

3rd change
5.2.3.2
Example

A hollow diamond attached to the end of a relationship is used to indicate an aggregation. The diamond is attached to the class that is the aggregate. The aggregation association shall have an indication of cardinality at each end of the relationship (see 5.2.8).
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Figure 5.2.3.2-1: Aggregation association relationship notation

4th change
5.2.4.2
Example

A filled diamond attached to the end of a relationship is used to indicate a composite aggregation. The diamond is attached to the class that is the composite. The composition association shall have an indication of cardinality at each end of the relationship (see 5.2.8).

[image: image8.png][anformationObjectclass»]
ManagedElement

“nformationObjectClass»
ManagedElementPropertyset,

TanagedElementProperySet 0.7}





Figure 5.2.4.2-1: Composite aggregation association relationship notation

5th change
5.2.8.2
Example

This example shows a multiplicity attached to the end of an association path. The meaning of this multiplicity is one to many. One Class1 instance is associated with zero or more  Class2 instances. Other valid examples can show the “many to many” relationship.

[image: image10.png][anformationobjectclass»]
Classl

[anformationobjectclass»]
Class2





Figure 5.2.8.2-1: Cardinality notation

The cardinality zero is not used to indicate the IOC’s so-called “transient state” characteristic. For example, it is not used to indicate that the instance is not yet created but it is in the process of being created. The cardinality zero will not be used to indicate this characteristic since such characteristic is considered inherent in all IOCs. All IOCs defined are considered to have such inherent “transient state” characteristics.

6th change
5.2.9.2
Example

This example shows that a Person (say instance John) is associated with a Company (say whose DN is “Company=XYZ”). We navigate the association by using the opposite association-end such that John’s Person.company would hold the DN, i.e. "Company=XYZ". 
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Figure 5.2.9.2-1: Role notation

7th change
5.2.10.2
Example

The figure below shows a ServerObjectClass instance that has relation(s) to multiple instances of a class from the choice of ClientObjectCLass_Alternative1, ClientObjectClass_Alternative2 or ClientObjectCLass_Alternative3.
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Figure 5.2.10.2-1: {xor} notation

8th change
5.3.6.2
Example
Sometimes the specific kind of class cannot be determined at model specification time. In order to support such scenario, the specification is done by listing all possible classes.

The following diagram lists 3 possible classes. It also shows a «choice, InformationObjectClass» named SubstituteObjectClass. This scenario indicates that only one of the three «InformationObjectClass» named Alternative1ObjectClass, Alternative2ObjectClass, Alternative3ObjectClass shall be realised.

The «choice» stereotype represents one of a set of classes when used as an information model element.
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Figure 5.3.6.2-1: Information model element example using «choice» notation
Sometimes the specific kind of data type cannot be determined at model specification time. In order to support such scenario, the specification is done by listing all possible data types.

The following diagram lists 2 possible data types. It also shows a «choice» named ProbableCause. This scenario indicates that only one of the two «dataType» named IntegerProbableCause, StringProbableCause shall be realised.

The «choice» stereotype represents one of a set of data types when used as an operations model element.
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Figure 5.3.6.2-2: Operations model element example using «choice» notation
Sometimes models distinguish between sink/source/bidirectional termination points. A generic class which comprises these three specific classes can be modelled using the «choice» stereotype.

[image: image20.png]fechoice, mformationobjectciass»]
GenericTerminationPoint

terminationPointBidirg¢tional 0.1

nformationObjectClass»
[TerminationPointidirectional

terminationPointSource 0.1 terminationPointSik, 0.1,

[anformationobjectClass: [anformationobjectClass:
TerminationPointSource TerminationPointSink





Figure 5.3.6.2-3: Sink/source/bidirectional termination points example using «choice» notation
9th change
C.1
Intervening Class and Association Class

C.1.1
Concept and Definition

Classes may be related via simple direct associations or via associations with related association classes. 

However, in situations where the relationships between a number of classes is complex and especially where the relationships between instances of those classes are themselves interrelated there may be a need to encapsulate the complexity of the relationships within a class that sits between the classes that are to be related. The term “intervening class” is used here to name the pattern that describes this approach. The name “intervening class” is used as the additional class “intervenes” in the relationships between other classes.

The “intervening class” differs from the association class as the intervening class does break the association between the classes where as the association class does not but instead sits to one side. This can be seen in the following figure. A direct association between class A and C appears the same at A and C regardless of the presence or absence of an association class where as in the case of the “intervening class” there are associations between A and the “intervening class” B and C and the “intervening class” B.
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Figure C.1.1-1: Various association forms
The “intervening class” is essentially no different to any other class in that it may encapsulate attributes, complex behaviour etc.

The following figure shows an instance view of both an association class form and an “intervening class” form for a complex interrelationship
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Figure C.1.1-2: Instance view of "intervening class"
The case depicted above does not show interrelationships between the relationships. A practical case from modeling of the relationships between Termination Points in a fixed network does show this relationship interrelationship challenge. In this case the complexity of relationship is between instances of the same class, the Termination Point (TP). The complexity is encapsulated in a SubNetworkConnection (SNC) class.
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Figure C.1.1-3: SNC intervening in TP-TP relationship
The SNC also encapsulates the complex behaviour of switching and path selection as depicted below.
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Figure C.1.1-4: Complex relationship interrelationships
End of changes
