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1. Overall Description:

CT thanks CT4 for the LS on API specification and API version number maintenance (CP-182196/C4-186602). CT has discussed the recommendations listed in the LS and has reached the following conclusions:

On the recommendation 1:

CT welcomes the proposal to submit a single CR per API to update the API version number. It is up to SA to agree on an update of CR template to include a specific check-box (e.g. "API impacts") on CR cover page.

On the recommendation 2:

CT agrees on a principle to define a specific freezing date for API specifications, as for ASN.1, three months after the deep freeze of the stage 3.

On the recommendation 3:

The need for a separate OpenAPI file containing a copy of the normative annex of the specification has been discussed. CT considers as useful to create separate OpenAPI files, validated by 3GPP, and to store these OpenAPI files in a centralized way. These separate files would be for information and the Annex of each specification containing the OpenAPI description will remain normative. CT kindly asks CT4 to define the details of the associated process.

On the recommendation 4:

CT believes that this recommendation is tightly linked to the recommendation 3. If there is a central storage of OpenAPI files independent of the TS, it seems relevant to include the ExternalDoc field in the OpenAPI.

On the recommendation 5:

CT believes that the proposed process is good and should be applied by WG developing API in 3GPP.

It has to be noted that the current API version number pattern was questioned and there was a proposal to remove the Release indication ("Rn") from the API version number. It would be good to clarify why the current format has been defined as such in the TS 29.501. And this would help to clarify the maintenance of this API version number.

Moreover, it was commented that the recommendations listed in this LS not only apply to the API designed for 5G SBI but also to any API defined by 3GPP. It would be good to have homogeneous handling of the API version number and API specification, especially when some of the APIs are exposed to non-3GPP external networks. It should be considered if some of the recommendations given for API for 5GC can be captured in a document that would be valid for other types of API.

2. Actions:

To CT4, CT3, SA, SA5, SA6 groups.

ACTION: 
SA and WGs are kindly asked to take into account the feedback provided by CT. It is important that the guidelines are made stable and fixed by CT#82.
3. Date of Next CT Meeting:
CT#82
10th – 11th December 2018
Sorrento, Italia
