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Sun and Leading Telecom Companies Announce Intention to Start Next Generation

OSS Through Java(TM) Initiative
PR News Wire via Dow Jones

Open Industry Process to Define Java(TM) Technology APIs for 3G Wireless 

                        Operations Support Systems  

NICE, France, May 23 /PRNewswire/ -- Sun Microsystems, Inc. (Nasdaq: SUNW),

and leading telecom and service-ware companies Ericsson, NEC, Nokia, Nortel

Networks and Telcordia Technologies, Inc., today announced their intention to

start the Next Generation OSS through Java(TM) initiative, a new open, industry

process to define Java technology-based APIs (Java APIs) for Operations Support

Systems (OSS) and Business Support Systems (BSS).  The companies' support of the

initiative is based on a non-binding memorandum of understanding and is subject

to the negotiation and close of a definitive agreement. 

The Next Generation OSS through Java initiative will help standardize a wide

range of Java APIs.  The ultimate goal is to allow carriers and service

providers to build seamless OSS systems in which all applications function

together.  Setting standards for software vendors to follow when they create

applications helps enable applications made by different companies to function

well together. 

The intention is to standardize these OSS APIs under the latest Java Community

Process(SM) (JCP) program, which represents the formalization of the open

process that Sun has been using since 1995 to develop and revise Java technology

specifications in cooperation with the international community of Java

technology developers and adapters. 

Currently carriers and service providers face a fragmented OSS market, filled

with proprietary systems that don't work together without costly integration

steps.  Even then, the process is complex and time consuming, hindering efforts

to roll out new technology and services quickly. 

This first leg of the initiative will focus on applications for 3G wireless

systems, particularly trouble ticketing, performance and quality of service,

service activation and provisioning. "With carriers and service providers already moving to IP-based networks, this

is a natural time for them to look at changing their OSS systems to an open,

community-driven standard that can give them the flexibility they need to stay

competitive," said Jean-Pierre Baudouin, Director of the Telecommunications

Software Group at Sun Microsystems.  "Ultimately, Sun's intention is to make

these APIs available on Sun telecommunications software and hardware products,

in order to provide the capacity to build truly end-to-end solutions." 

The Next Generation OSS through Java initiative was prompted by requests from

a number of companies already building their next generation OSS components

using the Java platform. 

  "Nokia is pleased to contribute to this initiative, which will bring a new

level of openness and interoperability to third-generation management

environments," said Jorma Hakkinen, Vice President and General Manager of Nokia

OSS.  "This work reflects Nokia's commitment to encouraging standardization and

co-operation with independent software vendors.  It will also encourage the

industry to move towards plug and play management solutions." 

Being able to add and remove services easily and introduce new OSS

applications and components quickly is becoming a crucial function for carriers

and SPs that want to remain competitive as Voice over IP and mobile access to

the Internet become a reality. 

"Third generation networks and the new business models will increase the

requirements on management solutions", said Stig Rune Johansson Vice President

of GSM systems at Ericsson.  "Open interfaces will be one of the key enablers

and this initiative will simplify the implementation and integration of these

interfaces". 

The border between network and service management is gradually disappearing,

as the market evolves towards provisioning of services that require integration

between the two. 

"As a leader in open service-ware solutions for the wireless Internet, we are

firmly committed to providing our customers with open management that is

multi-vendor at the network and service level," said Steve Nicolle, Vice

President of Service Ware Solutions, Nortel Networks.  "Nortel Networks views

this initiative as one of the key initiatives we are backing to achieve this

aim." 

The Enterprise JavaBeans(TM) technology with which the OSS APIs will be

developed will help facilitate the creation of solutions offering great

flexibility. 

"The ability to tailor solutions for customers without custom coding heightens

customer satisfaction while addressing the increasingly important issue of

controlling costs," said Naotake Taka-Tsukasa, Senior General Manager, Control

Systems Operations Unit, NEC.  "This initiative is an important element in that

process." 

The Next Generation OSS through Java initiative can offer a comprehensive

solution for carriers looking to integrate their legacy systems. 

"The development of vendor-neutral components using common APIs will allow

rapid customization of OSS solutions," said Rich Wolff, Vice President, Advanced

Network Systems Research, Telcordia Technologies, Inc.  "The Next Generation OSS

through Java effort will facilitate the development of end-to-end management

solutions for the telecom industry, with initial emphasis on the fast-growing

mobility sector.  Telcordia is excited to be part of this

implementation-oriented Java Community Process (JCP)." 

The Next Generation OSS through Java initiative intends to align itself with

other initiatives in the same arena, such as the TeleManagement Forum (TMF) and

Third Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) initiatives. 

  "Our organization's main goal for the year is to define an integrated

framework for a New Generation OSS (NGOSS), including a common,

technology-neutral view and multiple technology-specific implementation

architectures," commented Elizabeth Adams, President and CEO of the TM Forum.

"The Java technologies have a great deal of market support, and we look forward

to having the Java community help to define a Java technology-based

implementation of the relevant parts of the NGOSS framework.  We are pleased to

be working with the members of the Next Generation OSS through Java initiative

and expect their Java technology-based APIs to be a significant contribution to

the industry." 

  Common OSS APIs also will simplify the lives of Independent Software Vendors

(ISVs), giving them rapid access to a bigger potential market, without requiring

them to take account of the proprietary interfaces of each telecom manufacturer.

  "The APIs which can result from the Next Generation OSS through Java

initiative can complement the SunConnect program.  SunConnect for Communications

has been primarily focusing on OSS integrated solutions. Therefore, the

SunConnect program can significantly leverage this initiative through its

collaboration with software vendors and system integrators to help deliver

integrated, yet open, component-based solutions for the convergent service

providers," said Phil Sasso, Director of OSS Business Development, Sun

Microsystems.  

  Don't Miss the JavaOne(SM) Conference:  Celebrate Five Years of Java

Technology Innovation! 

  JavaOne, Sun's 2000 Worldwide Java Developer Conference(SM), promises to be

the ultimate dot-com developer summit this year, with four days of the very

latest Java technology information and education at Moscone Center, San

Francisco, June 6-9.  Celebrate the 5th anniversary of the Java platform -- the

power behind the networked economy -- with more sessions, more speakers, more

exhibitors, and more opportunities than ever to meet and mingle with thousands

of the world's best and brightest Java technology developers. To register for

the JavaOne conference, visit http://java.sun.com/javaone/javaone00/reg.html or

call 888-886-8769 in the US or call 781-433-1509 outside the US.  For more

information about Sun events or to schedule 1:1 press interviews at the show,

please contact Gwen Murphy at 415-921-0283 or gbmurphy@pacbell.net.  

  About Sun Microsystems, Inc. 

  Since its inception in 1982, a singular vision -- "The Network Is The

Computer(TM)" -- has propelled Sun Microsystems, Inc. to its position as a

leading provider  of industrial-strength hardware, software and services that

power the Internet and allow companies worldwide to dot-com their businesses.

With $14.2 billion in annual revenues,  Sun can be found in more than 170

countries and on the World  Wide Web at http://sun.com . 

  NOTE:  Sun, Sun Microsystems, the Sun Logo, Java Community Process, Java,

Enterprise.  Java Beans are trademarks or registered trademarks of Sun

Microsystems, Inc. in the United States and other countries.  All other third

party product or service names mentioned herein are the property of their

respective owners.  

  /CONTACT:  inside the U.S., Courtenay Troxel, 650-786-8278, or 

courtenay.troxel@sun.com, or outside the U.S., Regina Schumann, 650-786-5677, 

or regina.schumann@sun.com, both of Sun Microsystems, Inc./  
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