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1. Overall Description:

3GPP SA5 would like to inform ETSI ISG NFV that SA5 has concluded the study on management aspects of virtualized network functions that are part of the RAN. The following gaps have been  identified for managing the NG-RAN that includes virtualized network functions, based on the solutions specified in ETSI GS NFV-IFA 013:
1. The Update NS operation with updateType = “AddVnffg” can be used to add a VNFFG instance to a NS instance. The VNF instance(s) to be connected by the VNFFG instance needs to be identified in this action. However the “Add VNFFG” action includes an identifier to point to the VNFD of a constituent VNF, since a VNFD may be used to create multiple VNF instances, it is not possible to identify the VNF instance. Therefore, VNF instance identifiers are needed when adding a VNFFG instance to a NS instance.
2. The non-virtualized part of gNB is implemented as PNF. It is necessary to add a PNF instance to a NS when the non-virtualized part of gNB is installed, or remove the PNF instance when the non-virtualized part of gNB is torn-down. The Update NS operation includes actions to add/remove VNF instances to/from the NS instance, but does not support to add/remove PNF instances to/from the NS instance.

2. Actions:

To ETSI ISG NFV IFA WG group.

ACTION: 3GPP SA5 kindly requests ETSI ISG NFV IFA WG to solve the gaps above-mentioned.
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