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1
Decision/action requested

The group is asked to discuss the proposal.
2
Rationale

When NM instantiates a VNF (as part of a NS instance via Os-Ma-nfvo reference point), the NM should be able to be just the one managing the Network Functions supported by this VNF instance. 

There could be multiple EMs deployed and they may be managed by NMs, as illustrated in the figure below.
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In order to support a certain NM to manage the VNF instance, the EM managing the VNF instance should be one of those who are managed by this NM. 
There are two observations:

- the capability to designate the (managing) EM(s) for a VNF to be instantiated is not yet supported by IFA013.
- how can NM know the IP address of EM needs to be resolved, since NM (IRPManger) directly communicates with IRPAgent, who in real deployment could act as agent for multiple EMs (e.g., distributed EMs) behind.
3
Proposal
1It is proposed to discuss the following:
·  whether it is a valid case that a NM requests to instantiate a VNF should be able to be the NM managing this VNF instance?
·  whether the capability to designate the (managing) EM(s) for a VNF to be instantiated can be supported by existing functionalities?
·  how can NM know the IP address of EM, since NM (IRPManger) directly communicates with IRPAgent, who in real deployment could act as agent for multiple EMs (e.g., distributed EMs) behind?
·  A way forward.
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