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Attachments:


1. Overall Description:

CT4 thanks SA5 for their reply LS (C4-163024) on progress of the work on Diameter Base Protocol Update and the conclusion of the SA5 analysis on the possible impacts of the reinforced Diameter extensibility rules on SA5 accounting applications.

CT4 has also discussed a contribution (C4-163111) intending to update clauses 5.3.1.2 and 5.3.1.4 as requested by SA5.

After discussion in CT4, the output of the discussion is that the main issue regarding SA5 is about the addition of AVPs with the M-bit set to existing accounting applications. It is understood that existing versions of the specifications will not be impacted, even if AVPs with the M-bit set have been previously introduced. However, it is reinforced that the addition of any new AVP in the accounting applications must be with the M-bit cleared to ensure interoperability between nodes not supporting the same version of the specification. 

Therefore, about the following assertion proposed by the companion contribution:

"Therefore, for there will be no protocol impact moving to IETF RFC 6733for Diameter Accounting application re-using the Diameter Base Protocol Accounting (application Id =3) and ACR/ACA commands already extended or to be extended with AVPs and M-bit set."

CT4 indicates that it is not correct.

Considering the following text existing in subclause 5.3.1.3 on the TR on the impacts on 3GPP specifications: 

"Regarding the clarifications on the Diameter extensibility rules given by the IETF RFC 7423 [11], some mistakes have been made in the past in 3GPP specifications regarding the design of new applications, reuse of existing commands or the creation of new mandatory AVPs introduced in existing applications. However, there is no need to modify the existing specifications as they are already implemented and there is no interoperability issue. The guidelines given in the IETF RFC 7423 [11] have to be followed only when extending existing Diameter applications or creating new applications. And this is already the case for 3GPP working groups defining Diameter applications since Release 9."

CT4 considers that this text already addresses the concerns expressed by SA5. 
Moreover, when reviewing the existing text in the subclause 5.3.1.4 of the TR as a conclusion:

"For 3GPP Diameter Accounting application using the Diameter Base Protocol Accounting (application Id =3), such as specified in the 3GPP TS 32.299 [16], further studies are required to evaluate how AVPs can be added to existing commands with the M-bit cleared to avoid backward compatible issues"

CT4 kindly advises SA5 to follow the recommendation to investigate a suitable solution for the addition of new AVPs in the accounting applications compliant with the correct use of the Diameter base protocol. This recommendation is independent of the RFC used as reference for the Diameter base protocol in the 3GPP specifications.
2. Actions:

To SA5 group.

ACTION: 
CT4 kindly asks SA5 to take into consideration the information given above when reviewing the latest version of the technical report.
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