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Rationale

This contribution discusses the behaviour of Basic CM IRPAgent when it receives a create managed object request or set management object attribute request, in the context of network management of network that includes VNFs.
4
Discussion
The paper describes one scheme to relate the 3GPP defined create MOI operation and ETSI NFV defined instantiate VNF operation. This description is from the EM perspective.

The scheme uses the following assumptions. 

1. EM maintained MOIs. VNFM maintains VNF instances (VNFs). MOIs can have links (i.e. an MOI attribute whose value is identifiers of VNFs) to VNFs.

2. EM can receive VNF instantiation created notification from VNFM. Upon reception of such notification, EM is not required to a) create a new MOI and link the MOI with the newly created VNF nor b) link an existing MOI with the newly created VNF. 

3. A VNF can exist without it being linked to by any MOI.

4. A MOI can exist without any link to VNF.

Main characteristics of the scheme are:

· EM does not involve in instantiation of VNF. 

· EM establishes the linkage from MOI to VNF if requested to do so. This is implemented by the setMOAttribute or create_MO operation.

· EM produces the create_MO, delete_MO and setMOAttributes operations as defined in Release 13 [1].
· EM does not produce instantiate_VNF.

An MOI captures VNF/VNFC identifiers. These identifiers serve as the one-way links from MOI to class instances in existence in VNFM. Suppose these identifiers are captured by an attribute called ‘linkTo’.

NM can provide the identifiers, as the linkTo attribute value, via create_MO operation or via setMOAttributes operation. The assumption is that these identifiers would identify class instances currently in existence in VNFM. Whether EM is required to verify if these class instances are currently in existence or not is FFS. 

If this discussed scheme is agreeable, then a pCR will be prepared for inclusion of the scheme in draft TS 28.512.
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