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1. Overall Description:

The IETF RFC 3588 specifying the Diameter base protocol has been obsoleted by IETF RFC 6733, and there is an ongoing 3GPP study assessing the differences between both IETF RFCs in order to provide guidelines for an update of the normative reference for Diameter base protocol, applicable to all 3GPP Diameter applications. 

As one of the 3GPP Diameter applications, the 3GPP SA5 Diameter charging applications is also considered under the TR 29.819 “Study on impacts of the Diameter Base Protocol specification update“ conducted by 3GPP CT4, for the Diameter base protocol aspect. 
However, besides the Diameter base protocol, 3GPP SA5 also uses the IETF RFC 4006 Diameter Credit-Control application for the 3GPP SA5 Diameter Online charging application, and this IETF RFC 4006 is specified with IETF RFC 3588 as the Diameter base protocol.

Assuming the normative reference for Diameter base protocol would be updated to IETF RFC 6733 for 3GPP SA5 Diameter charging applications, still referring to IETF RFC 4006 for 3GPP SA5 Diameter Online charging raises questions, and 3GPP SA5 would like to get clarification from IETF on this. 

3GPP SA5 has the following questions:     

· Is IETF RFC 4006 planned to be updated in order to rely on IETF RFC 6733 as the new Diameter Base protocol? 

· If not, are there any recommendations from IETF on how to address the implicit reference to IETF RFC 3588 as Diameter Base Protocol for 3GPP SA5 Diameter Online charging through use of IETF RFC 4006?    

2. Actions:

To [IETF DIME] group.

ACTION: 
3GPP SA5 kindly asks IETF DIME to provide clarifications and guidance for referencing RFC 4006 regarding the new IETF RFC 6733 Diameter Base Protocol.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG5 Meetings:

SA5#107
23-27 May 2016
Santa Cruz de Tenerife,Spain

SA5#108
11-15 July 2016
Harbin,China
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