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1
Decision/action requested

Address the recommendation & prepare relevant contributions/statements.
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3
Rationale

During the joint workshop with ETSI ISG NFV, TMF and OPNFV, Prague 27th February 2015 [1], the ensemble proposal was picked up by various attendees from ETSI ISG and attracted extended discussions. Many questions were raised, some of which were repeated many times. SA5 tried to address the majority of the questions very well but there was still, however, some confusions primarily around the following fundamental topic as highlighted by the repeated questions:

“What would be the impacts of the ensemble examples on the 3GPP SA5 standardisation work? Would SA5 limit its standardisation work and focus on specific interfaces and functional entities outside the ensemble boundary as shown in the ensemble figures?  What would be the benefit of showing/having such ensemble (a package provided by one vendor) to the standard body since any vendor can propose different ensemble to for example exclude/include other interfaces/functional entities and as such this should be considered outside the scope of standard.”
The ensemble concept is planned to be discussed again at the forthcoming joint workshop with ETSI IFA.  It is therefore quite imperative for SA5 to address the above questions/comments and agree upon a consolidated clarifications on the overall objective and intention of adopting the ensemble concept in SA5 specifications.  

4
Detailed proposal

Recommendation:  It is important that SA5 address the questions and comments raised during the joint workshop in Prague and reflect those clarifications in the relevant materials that will be used to present the ensemble scenarios during the forthcoming joint WS with ETSI ISG IFA on April 21st 2015.
