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Introduction/Gap analysis
Four immersive audio profiles were proposed for the VRStream work item. Qualification tests for immersive audio profiles involved extensive listening tests including new methodologies that require proper interpretation of results, discrepancies and documentation. In addition, not all cross-check results/reports were available at SA4#99 due to time limitations. Finally, the documentation of the profiles themselves is extensive and involves both editorial work and substantive content verification. To successfully finalize VRStream in Rel.15 the source proposes a course of action.
Conclusion/Proposed Way forward
The source proposes the following course of action:
· Further editorial work on proposed pCRs to 26.118 is done targeting an ad-hoc meeting (with telco support and decision power) to be held at ETSI premises in Sophia Antipolis during Aug.27th (afternoon) and Aug. 28th (full day).
· Agree at SA4#99 on how to handle the different audio profiles:
· pCR to TS 26.118
· new TS.
· Initiate a new SID to produce a characterization report of the four profiles proposed. The SID would be expected to:
· Aggregate the collection of listening tests conducted to date.
· Identify potential gaps and limitations of the existing tests.
· Finalize any missing or inconsistent testing (from the required and optional tests from 26.259)
· Resolve inconsistencies on proponent and cross-check results by conducting a Binaural Codec Quality Characterization Test that:
· Test all four different proponents using an agreed common binaural rendering scheme, with an agreed headphone equalization under the MUSHRA testing paradigm
· Tests one bit-rate per test (selected from the range of agreed bit-rates of 256kbps, 384kbps, 512kbps)
· Is conducted by proponents/cross-check labs. If there are still statistically significant ranking order differences across test lab results, an independent lab will be contracted and funded by the proponents.
· Report all findings in a 26.9XX series technical report.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Be completed by SA4#100.
If this proposal is found agreeable, a new SID will be prepared and presented to the plenary of SA4#99 for agreement.
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