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1. Overall Description
3GPP SA WG4 appreciates the long and productive liaison relationship it has with ISO/IEC/JTC1/SC29/WG11. We note that our Category A liaison relationship with SC29 means that "such organizations are given access to all relevant documentation" [ISO Directives, part 1, clause 1.17.2.1]. SA4 confirms that the 3GPP Secretariat receives access information for the WG11 repository.

For a long time, liaison messages were sent from MPEG with attached documents for review and comment. More recent liaison messages have not had such attachments, and documents are only described in general terms, not clearly referenced.
This results in at least two concerns on the part of SA4.

The first is obvious: SA4 cannot review or comment on documents if they are neither attached nor clearly referenced; this has severely limited our ability to provide constructive input to the work in WG11 on matters of joint interest.
Secondly, we note that in some cases SA4 has transferred core specifications to ISO. The most notable example would be the DASH series of specifications; DASH was started at SA4 and then the core technology parts of 3GPP DASH were transferred to WG11. SA4 would not feel in a position to offer such transfers in future if we would be unable to review the work as it proceeds.

SA4 is aware of the mismatch in document handling practices between ISO and 3GPP (formally, ISO documents are access controlled, while 3GPP documents are not), and is in dialog with the ISO secretariat on appropriate ways to handle this mismatch.
2. Actions:

SA4 would like to ask MPEG either to return to the previous practice of attaching documents to liaison messages, or, if that is not possible, to provide precise document references in liaison messages (e.g. document numbers in the repository) so that the 3GPP secretariat can be assured of finding the correct documents in order to enable delegates to have "access to all relevant documentation".
SA4 also requests the assistance of WG11 in resolving the document handling mismatch; we would need a mutually agreeable written method, and authorization to use that method, to make selected documents available to 3GPP delegates.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA-WG4 Meetings:

TSG-SA-WG4 Meeting #95 
9 – 13 Oct 2017
Belgrade
TSG-SA-WG4 Meeting #96
13 – 17 Nov 2017
Ixtapa
