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Summary

CTIA kindly requests 3GPP SA4 to inform us as to the status and scope of any activities related to acoustic test methods and requirements for wired headsets and double-talk/echo control as well as their guidance for achieving highly repeatable noise suppression results across test labs when using the background noise generation method described in 26.132.
Statement
The CTIA Certification Program Working Group (CPWG) has an ongoing effort to develop an acoustics test plan for UEs.  In reviewing the current draft of our test plan with our members, we are considering adding additional test methods for double-talk /echo-control and electrical tests for wired headset mode. 
During this activity, we will be conducting the double-talk tests found in TS 26.132 across multiple labs and examining the data for repeatability of results under consistent test conditions. CTIA would very much like to know if such an activity is already being conducted by SA4 before proceeding in order to avoid duplication of efforts.
Furthermore, CTIA is also evaluating the extension of our CTIA Certification Program to include the acoustics test plans.  The intent would be to allow our operator members to verify the acoustics of the UEs that run on their networks.  To provide certification for acoustic tests, we would need to include a corresponding minimum requirement for each acoustic test in the plan.  
CTIA would very much prefer to leverage existing requirements from 3GPP SA4 where possible and, to that end, CTIA requests that 3GPP also inform us as to the current status of development of corresponding requirements for double-talk/echo-control and electrical tests for wired headset mode.  
Lastly, CTIA recently conducted a cross-lab verification of the 3GPP objective noise suppression tests and saw a great deal of variance in results when using the background noise generation method described in 26.132.
CTIA desires to ensure that the test results are highly reproducible across multiple labs with consistent set-ups, especially as we consider inclusion of the acoustic tests in our certification program.  Therefore, we would greatly appreciate any guidance and data 3GPP could provide as to root causes for the variances we are seeing and recommendations for improving the reproducibility.
Contact

The contact for further information exchange on this topic is Mark Sargent (Vice President – Certification Programs, CTIA) at msargent@ctia.org. 
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