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1. Introduction
In the SA4 meeting in Erlangen, the elimination rule aka Rule 2 of the EVS-5a Qualification Rules document [1] was discussed. There were several proposals to update or remove Rule 2.
The purpose of Rule 2 as a part of the Qualification Rules is to eliminate those candidates that do not show minimum performance by passing a sufficient number of requirements in all areas to be measured. The candidates that survive Rule 2 are qualified.
As in the WID objective, the EVS codec shall perform well across several different areas of performance. These areas are reflected in the test sets of EVS-5a.  The sources believe that poor performance in one area cannot be compensated by good performance in another area. For instance, very bad NB/WB speech performance should not be compensated by SWB speech performance.

2. Proposed Text for Rule 2
Current wording for Rule 2 is as follows:
Current Wording for Rule 2 in [1]:

Any candidate failing [tbd 50%] or more of the test conditions in any of the following sets will be eliminated. A test is failed if the measured codec does not satisfy the test criterion at the 95% confidence level [in a significance test such as a pair-wise T test.]

List of test sets for Rule 2: [TBD]
The [tbd 50%] threshold should be computed for each test set across the conditions tested by all listening laboratories performing an experiment included in this test set.
In order to avoid compensation from good performance on test sets in other services, Rule 2 should be applied separately on each test set under WID Objectives 2 and 3.

The sources propose to complete Rule 2 of EVS-5a as follows:
Proposed Rule 2:

Any candidate failing 50% or more of the test conditions in any of the test sets specified in Table 1 will be eliminated. A test is failed if the measured codec does not satisfy the test criterion at the 95% confidence level in a significance test such as a pair-wise T test.
For the test sets under WID Objectives 1 to 3, the 50% threshold is computed for each test set across the conditions tested by all listening laboratories performing experiments included in the test set.
For the four test sets under WID Objective 4, the 50% threshold is computed based on the weighted sum using the weights assigned for each test set. All the conditions related to these four test sets are counted across the conditions tested by all listening laboratories performing experiments included in the test sets.
3. Conclusion

The sources proposed a completed text for Rule 2. 
Any candidate codec failed severely on any of the test sets specified in Table 1 of EVS-5a service should not be qualified in the EVS qualification phase.
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