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1. Introduction

This document presents the opinion of the source on alternatives that the current draft of the EVS-8a Test Plans for Qualification Phase has for the test conditions.

2. Discussion
The current version of the Test Plans for Qualification Phase (EVS-8a) [1] has two alternative, mutually exclusive sets of conditions for the following three experiments:

Exp. A. NB clean speech under clean channel condition


Alternative A.  Add the following two conditions:

· a35a
CuT A  @ 5.9VBR DTX on with No errors

· a36b 
CuT B  @ 5.9VBR DTX on with No errors


Alternative B. Add the following two conditions:

· a35b
G.718 @ 8 DTX on with No errors

· a36b
G.718 @ 8 DTX off with No errors

Exp. B. NB clean speech under impaired channel conditions and JBM

Alternative A.  Add the following four conditions:

· b45
CuT A  @ 5.9VBR DTX on, 3% FER

· b46 
CuT B  @ 5.9VBR DTX on, 3% FER

· b47
CuT A  @ 5.9VBR DTX on, 6% FER

· b48 
CuT B  @ 5.9VBR DTX on, 6% FER


Alternative B.  No conditions need to be added

Exp. E. WB clean speech under clean channel condition


Alternative A.  Add the following four conditions:

· e45a
CuT A  @ 5.9VBR DTX on, No errors

· e46a 
CuT B  @ 5.9VBR DTX on, No errors

· e47a
CuT A  @ 16.4 DTX on, No errors

· e48a 
CuT B  @ 16.4 DTX on, No errors


Alternative B.  Add the following four conditions:

· e45b
CuT A  @ 24.4 DTX on, No errors

· e46b 
CuT B  @ 24.4 DTX on, No errors

· e47b
MNRU

· e48b 
MNRU

In order to complete the test plan, one of the two alternatives listed above needs to be chosen for each three experiments. It is the opinion of the source that Alternative B, which excludes the VBR conditions, should be preferred. The source points out that

· The VBR functionality is recommended, not mandatory. Qualification should solely be based on the mandatory functionality.

· The processing aspects of the VBR operation such as the measurement of the average bit rate are open without a draft solution. The source believes that the completion of the processing plan for the Qualification Phase is facilitated by not including VBR.
· So far, there have been no contributions that propose the method of FoM weighting for the VBR mode if it is included in the qualification test.
3. Proposal
The source proposes to choose Alternative B, which excludes the VBR operation, for Experiments A, B, and E in EVS-8a Test Plans for Qualification Phase.
4. References

[1] Tdoc AHEVS-177, “EVS Permanent Document EVS-8a: Test plans for qualification phase including host lab specification”, v.0.1.0.
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