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Listening Instrument for EVS Subjective Tests
1. Summary

This document presents two proposals for specifying the listening instrument for the subjective tests involved in EVS Qualification.
2. Discussion

The source proposes two specifications for the listening instrument for the subjective tests involved in the EVS Qualification Test.
2.1    Proposal 1

Proposal 1 specifies a different listening instrument for each of the three phases of the EVS Qualification subjective tests: Narrowband, Wideband, and Super-wideband. These specifications correspond to the listening instrument typically specified in Quality Assessment Test Plans designed by Q7/SG12 for subjective tests in the respective bandwidths. In these tests, the listening instrument is intended to simulate the typical use-case in the respective bandwidth.
· Narrowband

· Headset – Sennheiser HD-25 closed-back supra-aural headphone (or equivalent)
· Presentation – monaural on the subject’s preferred ear

· Level – 79dB SPL at the Ear Reference Plane (ERP)

· Background – Hoth noise 30dB SPL in the listening booth as specified in ITU-T Rec. P.800 [1]

· Wideband

· Headset – Sennheiser HD-25 closed-back supra-aural headphones (or equivalent)

· Presentation – diotic

· Level – 73dB SPL at the ERP in both ears

· Background – none

· Super-wideband

· Headset – Sennheiser HD-280 Pro closed-back circum-aural headphones (or equivalent)

· Presentation – diotic

· Level – 73dB SPL at the ERP in both ears

· Background – none

2.2    Proposal 2
Proposal 2 specifies the same listening instrument for each of the three phases of the EVS Qualification subjective tests. This primary emphasis in this proposal is to maximize discrimination by the listeners rather than simulate a particular use-case associated with a bandwidth. This proposal would also serve to make the EVS Qualification testing more efficient for the test labs in that they wouldn’t have to re-calibrate the presentation system to accommodate a different listening instrument associated with a respective bandwidth.
· Narrowband, Wideband, Super-wideband

· Headset – Sennheiser HD-280 Pro closed-back circum-aural headphones (or equivalent)

· Presentation – diotic

· Level – 73dB SPL at the ERP in both ears

· Background – none

3. Recommendation

The source proposes that the EVS adopts one of the two proposals as the listening instrument for the EVS Qualification Test.
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