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The Speech Quality (SQ) SWG conference call on Acoustic Aspects took place on Tuesday 25th October, 2011 (17:00 – 19:00 CEST), hosted by QUALCOMM Incorporated. A bridge with was organised for a remote participation to the meeting of the following attendee (in brackets the represented Company, in alphabetical order): 
Junye Wang (Apple (UK) Limited)

Scott Isabelle (Audience Inc.)
Mike Lavia (Audience Inc.)

Lloyd Watts (Audience Inc.)
Bernhard Feiten (Deutsche Telekom AG)

Alan Sharpley (Dynastat, Inc.)

Paolo Usai (ETSI)

David Isherwood (NOKIA Corporation)

Stephane Proust (Orange)

Stephane Ragot (Orange)

Andre Schevciw (Qualcomm Incorporated)

Frederik Stenmark (RIM)

Thomas Lechner (ROHDE & SCHWARZ)

Walter Nestler (ROHDE & SCHWARZ)

Peter Isberg (Sony Ericsson Mobile)

Anders Eriksson (Telefon AB LM Ericsson)

Hans Gierlich (Head Acoustics, representing Vodafone D2 GmbH)

1
Opening of the SQ SWG telco (25th October, 2011, 17:00 h)
The Chairman, Mr. Paolo Usai, ETSI, opened the telco.
2
Approval of the agenda
There was a unique agenda item on SQ SWG acoustic aspects.
3
Incoming Documents
There was one document on Correlation of Objective Speech Quality Measures to Subjective Test Results, which was presented by Mr. Andre Schevciw:
S4-AHQ034 : Preliminary results of ETSI EG 202-396-3 validation with narrowband dual-microphone noise cancelling terminals, from Qualcomm Incorporated.
Summary

• A P.835 experiment was conducted according to the conditions established in Tdoc S4-110756.

• The experiment attempted to replicate the same conditions used for the training and validation of the ETSI method as described in ETSI EG 202.396-2.

• 12 “reference” conditions (taken from the ETSI EG 202.396-2 database) and 20 “test” conditions were used.

Test Conditions

• 5 dual microphone noise cancelling terminals.

• 4 noise types used (same ones as used in the ETSI Listening Only Tests):

– Crossroads

– Full Size Car 130km/h

– Office Callcenter

– Café (Mensa)
ETSI EG 202.396-2 did not have a MNRU based reference set. 12 of the conditions used in the

ETSI EG 202.396-2 (selected to span the entire MOS scale) were reused in this experiment as

“reference” conditions.

• Presentation levels and conditions were supposed to be the same between the two LOTs.

• The correlation between the subjective results of both tests was illustrated and discussed quite extensively.

Main Observations and Comments:

the “reference” conditions did not succeed in spanning the entire range of the MOS scale as it was the case in the original test;
without mapping, there are significant differences in the BAKkGROUND scores;

the inclusion of dual microphone noise cancelling terminals introduced a new level of performance previously not experienced in the original tests; the device “E, the most aggressive background noise suppressor (ranked as a poor performer in tests previously conducted with expert listeners) was the highest performer in the naïve participants subjective test; it was felt interesting to investigate the performance of this same device in tests conducted with a different population (outside US).
Besides, in general it was felt worth investigating further: 
the context, an improved reference system with the inclusion of a “clean speech” condition in the reference set (anchor at the top of the scale), the different culture of the panels of subjects, the temporal evolution of terminals in the market and of the quality appreciation from the customers, the influence of instructions and their translation in different languages, the training aspects for the model, and the possible dependency of the ETSI model on speech material.
New input from CTIA and from ITU-T Q7/12 is awaited (via LSs) during next SA4#66 meeting in Jeju Island (7-11 November, 2011.

4
Close of the SQ SWG ad-hoc meeting (25th October, 2011, 19:00 h)
The Chairman thanked the Host, Qualcomm Incorporated, for providing the meeting facilities (including all lines over the conference bridge), and all the participants. 
The meeting was then closed.
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