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1. Overall Description:
3GPP SA4 has been working for some time on the incremental delivery of multimedia streams over HTTP. We published an initial specification in our release 9, as part of TS 26.234 (packet-switched streaming). MPEG has since adopted that as a basis for their work, and we have been working on an enhanced release 10 specification, that will be published as a new work TS 26.247. MPEG and 3GPP have been working hard to ensure that our two projects remain aligned. (If you would like to view our specifications, they can be found at http://www.3gpp.org/.)

It is possible, in our system, to express that the presentation can be built from multiple streams of media, and we have identified the need to be able to explain to the client software what the purpose of the separate streams is, in particular for the case where additional streams offer accessibility provisions; a textual caption stream is one of the more obvious cases.

We are using a general labelling technique for this aspect, and other aspects, of our specification: we identify a specification, registration authority, or other source by using a URI (normally expected to be a URN), and then provide values from the set defined by that source.

Though this enables multiple organizations to define sets of names, we are hoping very much that in the case of labelling of streams that we could recommend use of a set of labels defined by the W3C, as this will help the industry converge, and make it much easier to embed one of these streams in an HTML5 context.

Unfortunately, our deadlines mean that we must publish something soon. We are therefore defining a small set of names, most of which do not cover accessibility, and we hope that by the time a more complete name-set is needed we will be able to refer to HTML5. Our list includes such roles as:

· main – this stream is part of the main program content;

· supplementary – for a main program that is audio, a supplementary video stream might provide, for example, dynamic graphics;

· alternate – such a stream might provide a different camera viewpoint (and we strongly recommend the provision of further annotations to clarify the nature of the alternative);

· commentary;

· dub – an alternative audio stream that contains a non-original language;

· captions;

· subtitles.

We realize that the last two are explicit accessibility roles that we would expect to be in the W3C set, but captions and subtitles are commonly provide and we feel an immediate need.

If this proceeds as hoped, we will need a URN to identify the W3C’s set of role names. We could define that ourselves, but that would be a URN in the 3GPP namespace. It might be better to use a URN in the W3C namespace, to identify a set of names defined by the W3C.

2. Actions:

ACTION: 
3GPP SA4 kindly asks W3C:

1) whether our hope to recommend use of W3C ‘role’ names, in our specification, seems achievable and reasonable, in your opinion;

2) your thinking on the set of names;

3) your schedule for defining at least a stable initial set of names; 

4) whether you will define a URN to identify the set you define.

3. Date of Next TSG-SA4 Meetings:

TSG-SA4 Meeting #65 

15 – 19 Aug 2011
Kista (Stockholm), SE 

TSG-SA4 Meeting #66 

7 – 11 Nov 2011
Seoul, KR
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