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ETSI TC STQ thanks 3GPP SA4 for their liaison.

The contributions enclosed in the liaison were discussed. The information given was found quite interesting, the following points can be summarized:
· ETSI EG 202 396-3 is a model applicable for all types of impairments which may occur in a terminal when it is exposed to speech plus background noise. In addition to impairments resulting from noise cancellation this includes codec impairments and network impairments such as packet loss. The mapping of the model covers all these type of impairments, the method does not specifically focus on the impairments from noise cancellation algorithms. 

· The way in which speech plus noise samples are used in the objective method and the way how they are averaged clearly gives differences in the results. It is recognized that calculating an objective score of each individual sample used in a subjective test and averaging these scores results in objective scores closer to the subjective test than using an average of 16 speech samples. Based on the future input to be expected EG 202 396-3 could be updated by describing such a procedure.

· Before comparing subjective scores with objective results, a mapping of the objective score to the individual subjective test is required. Since EG 202 396-3 is based on a fullscale test including a big variety of different background noises and terminal/network impairments it is expected that the results derived in a test with only 6 different terminals and one background noise condition deviate from the objective scores. So STQ suggests to always perform mapping before comparing results.

· It seems that after mapping of the objective scores to the subjective the correlation of the results is quite reasonable.

TC STQ acknowledges that further improvement of EG 202 396-3 may be possible if appropriate subjective databases are available. TC STQ would be happy to further update their standards based on such input.

Since it seems that 3GPP has a special focus on impairments purely resulting from noise cancellation TC STQ would like to know whether a different mapping in EG 202 396-3 would be of interest to 3GPP, purely taking into account this effect and excluding other impairments such as packet loss. If so TC STQ would try to establish a mapping function only focusing on this application.

