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1.
Introduction

There is presently an ongoing discussion within IETF about creating a new working group with the objective to standardize new speech codecs. The discussion is taking place via an IETF mailing list and there has also been a wideband audio codec BOF at last IETF#75 essentially addressing that same item. The outcome was though inconclusive and the discussion is expected to continue until IESG will take a decision of creating an own codec standardization group or not. 
2. Proposal

The authors believe that one background for the discussion is the lack of insight in IETF into the capabilities of 3GPP codecs. Specifically, during the discussion arguments were made that 3GPP codecs (as well as some ITU-T codecs) were not suitable for IP voice communication. The intention of this contribution is consequently to that 3GPP SA4 should offer IETF all information needed to understand the capabilities of their codecs and also that IP transport with 3GPP codecs is well addressed in 3GPP TSs 26.114 and 26.235.

The authors further believe that there may be needs in IETF for specific codec capabilities. 3GPP should hence offer their expertise in codec standardization (including all aspects like requirement definition, test and processing plan design, testing, codec selection, codec maintenance, etc.) in order to help IETF meeting such specific needs with future 3GPP codecs.

The authors further suggest that IETF should be informed about the potential risks in creating own codec standardization activities. This may not only potentially lead to proliferation of codec standards with the known interoperability impacts and cost implications. It may also result in a situation that companies have to spread out their codec expertise in order to cover all codec groups which eventually may lead to lack of focus and less efficient work in these groups.


























































































































































































































































