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1.  Introduction

There has been a lengthy discussion on the bit-stream interoperability requirement for enhanced voice codecs for the evolved packet system (EPS) [1]. In this contribution, the source supports the bit-stream interoperability requirement and proposes to revise related 3GPP technical specifications, which specify the mandatory codecs for terminals. A suggested revision would be adding an alternative way to support the mandatory codecs by means of supporting the enhanced voice codecs that meet the bit-stream interoperability requirement. This would be a benefit for manufacturers who reluctant to increase the number of codecs. 
2. Proposal
The proposed text for the section 6.1.6 of the TR 22.813 is given below.
In order to reduce the need for transcoding as much as possible the capability to interoperate with existing 3GPP codecs should be preferred. Interoperability should be achieved through bit-stream interoperability with one or more of these codecs when a new codec is defined. By taking this approach, it would be possible to avoid increasing the number of mandatory codecs if the related technical specifications, such as TS 26.114 [2] and TS 26.235 [3], are revised for that purpose. Since wideband speech communication is prioritized in the 4G system, bit-stream interoperability with AMR-WB should be preferable. 
A suggested revision for those technical specifications would be adding an alternative codec to the already specified codec in the specifications. Discussion of such revision would follow the completion of the TR 22.813 [4].
3. Concluding summary

The bit-stream interoperability requirement is proposed in combination with revising existing technical specifications mandating terminals to support particular speech codecs. It is suggested that discussion of those revisions follows the completion of the TR 22.813.
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