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1. 
Introduction

The purpose of this contribution is to bring to the attention of SA4 decisions that were made during the recent ETSI MSG #18 (Sophia Antipolis) 30 -31 October 2008 that are likely to seriously affect the deployment of the pan-European eCall service, as envisaged for Release 8.
2.
Discussion

There is a need for SA4 to take into account that requests from the European Automobile Manufacturers Association (ACEA) to ETSI MSG and the European Commission, not to exclude any of the 3 eCall compliant solutions prior to the December SA meeting, have not been communicated to SA4 - despite ETSI MSG having provided guidance directly to SA4 in the past.
The result of this decision, and the ruling by ETSI MSG that the eCall requirements for Release 8 cannot be changed, is likely to result in the approval of a technical specification that fails to gain industry support and,  like several such specifications in the past, may never be implemented.
The European Automobile Manufacturers Association (ACEA) and ERTICO (DG eCall) are currently discussing the technical, commercial and operational aspects of the 3 compliant eCall solutions with the respective companies. Until this process has been completed they have asked both ETSI MSG and the Commission to continue testing all 3 solutions (verification and characterisation testing) so that they can choose which solution best meets their technical, operational and commercial needs.
When one of the  candidate solutions was ‘endorsed’ as the leading candidate by SA#41 in September it was also agreed that the test results should be communicated to both ETSI MSG and the EC hosted PSAP Expert Group.  Airbiquity fully supports the work being done in 3GPP and does not want the eCall service to be delay unnecessarily and, to this end, requested SA to take into account the needs of the other stakeholders. This is has yet to happen.  
ETSI MSG is expected to send a liaison to SA saying that an official request has been received from ACEA but that it is not within ETSI MSG’s current remit to act directly upon this request. The chairman also stated that any additional industry requirements that cannot be fulfilled by the solution being specified for Release 8 will have to be fed into SA1 for justification and inclusion in Release 9. 
3.
Proposal

Whilst awaiting the conclusions of the ongoing technical, operational and commercial discussions, as highlighted in the attached  ACEA letter, SA4 (and SA) should agree to the vehicle manufactures’ association request not to exclude any of the 3 compliant candidates until after the SA#42 meeting in December. If ACEA and ERTICO (DG eCall) decide that the leading candidate solution (as endorsed by SA) also meets their needs then there will be no need to continue with the other 2 candidates.  
It is proposed that SA4 (and SA) agree to this request from ACEA and do not limit the choice of solutions to just one at this stage and that, if they so wish, all 3 candidate solutions can be included in the ongoing verification and characterisation testing. This includes the drafting of the associated technical specifications.
4.
References
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