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5.1
Session establishment

Session establishment refers to the method by which a PSS client obtains the initial session description. The initial session description can e.g. be a presentation description, a scene description or just an URL to the content.

A PSS client shall support initial session descriptions specified in one of the following formats: SMIL, SDP, or plain RTSP URL.

In addition to rtsp:// the PSS client shall support URLs [4] to valid initial session descriptions starting with file:// (for locally stored files) and http:// (for presentation descriptions or scene descriptions delivered via HTTP).

Examples for valid inputs to a PSS client are: file://temp/morning_news.smil, http://mediaportal/morning_news.sdp, and rtsp://mediaportal/morning_news.

URLs can be made available to a PSS client in many different ways. It is out of the scope of this recommendation to mandate any specific mechanism. However, an application using the 3GPP PSS shall at least support URLs of the above type, specified or selected by the user.

The preferred way would be to embed URLs to initial session descriptions within HTML or WML pages. Browser applications that support the HTTP protocol could then download the initial session description and pass the content to the PSS client for further processing. How exactly this is done is an implementation specific issue and out of the scope of this recommendation.

As an alternative to conventional streaming, a PSS client should also support progressive download of 3GP files delivered via HTTP. A progressive-download session is established with one or more HTTP GET requests. In order to improve playback performance for 3GP files that are not authored for progressive download, a PSS client may issue (multiple pipelined) HTTP GET requests with byte ranges [17]. Example of a valid URL is http://medialportal/morning_news.3gp.
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