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Issues in the development of audio and video compression standards
In this document, WG 11 (MPEG) intends to highlight the complexity and the workload involved in standardizing audio and video codecs.

Our 15-years of experience in developing codecs has taught us that in order to standardize open interoperable audio and video codec specifications, the following are required:

· The creation of encoder and decoder reference software in source code;

· The extensive exchange of bitstreams and the generation of conformance bitstreams;

· The publication and maintenance of a conformance specification; and

· The maintenance of the specifications through an amendment process and inevitable corrigenda when errors are reported.

The cumulative effort may require the involvement of one hundred or more coding experts for a minimum of 18 months. Also, it is our experience that there is a need to have a standing committee in place retaining the necessary technical expertise to maintain the standard.
It is our conviction that if the above requirements at a minimum are not satisfied, the users of audio and video compression standards will not be able to achieve the desired interoperability, hence risking a serious disservice to the marketplace.







