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Earlier this year SA4 suggested a joint meeting between SA1/2/4 and RAN groups but this was though not necessary by some.  SA1 has now produced the MBMS User Services TS 22.246 with information for SA4 to take into account and which was previously missing from the specifications.  Although this TS is currently “for information” it specifies  “that MBMS User Services shall support a minimum set of media formats and codecs. This minimum set should be aligned with the set of media formats and codecs required for MMS and PSS”.

SA4 believes that the difference between RAN and GERAN capabilities impacts the MBMS services and may have impacts on the minimum set of media formats and codecs that can be supported by both GERAN and RAN.  Ideally codec and protocol impacts should not be affected by the difference in capabilities. SA4 feels that there is an urgent need to discuss the differences and their impacts on user services as defined by SA1.  Any such impacts on services need to be reflected in the SA4 work. 

SA4 feels that a joint ad-hoc meeting on MBMS application architecture, RAN and GERAN capabilities, MBMS User Service requirements and media formats and codec related issues is needed.  This  will provide a better way into identifying any service priorities and the definition of the codecs and related protocols to support them than could be expected to be achieved through LS exchange procedure.  In addition, such a meeting would focus on work that can be achieved in the MBMS Release 6 time scale in co-operation with the relevant WGs. SA4 believes that the groups that could be expected to contribute to such a meeting are SA1, SA2, RAN & GERAN. 

SA1 - For service issues and mechanisms that could be employed to overcome RAN/GERAN differences.

SA2 - For architectural issues (e.g., impact of announcement protocols) 

RAN - For the identification of UTRAN capabilities and requirements from SA4

GERAN to identify restrictions in GERAN and to discuss ways in which they can be circumvented. 

The proposed meeting date is 21-22 October 2003 in Sophia Antipolis (TBC). 

In order that the right potential delegates can identify themselves and the need to attend a proposed Agenda is given below.

 1. Opening of the meeting 
 2. Approval of the Agenda 
 3. Existing POsition 
 3.1 Review of SA1 requirements 
 3.2 Review of RAN/GERAN issues 
 4. Support of the "minimal set" of services 
 4.1 Service priorities and architectual aspects 
 4.2 Definition of the "minimal set" 
 4.3 Application level mechanisms to support the "minimal set" 
 4.4 Non-application level mechanisms to support the "minimal set" 
 4.5 Support of the "full set" and its implications 
 5. Impacts on codecs and related protocols 
 6. Workplan coordination 
 7. End of the meeting.
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