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1. Background:

RAN WG2 would like to thank SA WG4 for their prompt response. Please find the group’s answers to the questions below:

1. Re-wording of new section in 26.102:

There may be a confusion due to the multiple meanings of the word “supported”. The RAN will initially configure a subset of the rates. All of these need to be supported by the vocoder in the sense that it can use these rates.

Based on the latest versions of our specifications, the RAN will notify the vocoder of the available bit-rate but it will not interrupt the transmissions (for any rate). The vocoder should adjust its rate as quickly as possible to a rate that uses the highest configured rate below the available bit-rate, or, if the available bit-rate reported by RAN is below the lowest configured rate, to the lowest configured rate.

2. Contradiction between step-by-step adaptation for AMR2 vocoder and RAN4 Tadapt requirement:

RAN WG2 acknowledges the specific contradiction and the general problem of specifying application requirements in a RAN specification. RAN2 specifications (25.321) currently state that TFCs allowing the transmission of all configured rates for rate-adaptable applications will be included in the minimum set of TFCs (25.331). TFCs in this set can never be eliminated in the TFC selection algorithm. Therefore, the only reason for keeping the notion of Tadapt is to ensure that “rogue” applications that delay the adaptation beyond a certain time are not allowed to transmit. Since for R’99 and Rel-4 no rate-adaptable vocoders other than AMR are foreseen, it is proposed that the Tadapt concept be eliminated and that the requirements be defined only within the AMR specifications. The CR to 25.133 can be found in attachment. RAN WG2 will re-examine this issue for Rel-5 where the introduction of non-trusted vocoders may be needed to support IMS.

RAN WG2 hopes that these clarifications and proposed modifications have addressed SA WG4’s concerns.

2. Actions:

To SA4 group.

ACTION: 
RAN2 kindly requests SA4 to ensure that the rate-adaptation requirements are clearly specified in their specs for both AMR and AMR2.

To RAN4 group.

ACTION: 
RAN2 kindly requests RAN4 to consider the changes included in the attached proposed draft CRs to TS 25.133 (R'99) in order to eliminate the concept of Tadapt.
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