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This contribution is related to two technical documents submitted to SA 4:

· Draft WI proposal for AMR WB extension for high quality audio (S4-020660) from Nokia, Ericsson, VoiceAge and Texas Instruments

· A more efficient audio coding scheme for PSS (S4-2020654) from Coding Technologies, NEC Corporation and Matsushita Electric Industrial Co, Ltd

We fully support the idea to provide an efficient coding scheme for the proposed bitrates. We believe new technologies are capable to provide improved performance to encode audio at low bitrates. Indeed, these two contributions show that progress has been made recently in order to improve the compression schemes for low bitrate audio codecs. The fact that new technologies reach a certain level of maturity makes us confident that starting a selection process in near term is feasible.

We feel these two contributions are highly correlated as they are targeting applications with comparable bitrates. The application scenario for the targeted audio services and the service requirements should be defined prior to work, possibly via liaisons with other bodies (e.g. 3GPP  SA1). 

Siemens would like to take this opportunity to propose an extension of Tdoc S4-020660 to a more general work item in order to identify and select the best available technology for audio coding at low bitrates. The WI will extend the scope over the currently limited encoding scheme where the proposed audio codec is following the AMR WB codec algorithmic framework. The WI as we suggest is open for contributions to audio codec proposals which meet the target of the work and the test results would identify the most suitable technology. 

We suggest SA4 to mandate SQ subgroup to establish the performance requirements and selection details of the audio codec.
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