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1. INTRODUCTION

The H.26L codec [1], specified jointly by ITU-T and MPEG, is currently in final drafting and expected to be formally standardised by the end of this year. Actual testing has proven this codec to produce high quality video, suited especially to deal with the low bit rates associated with cellular networks.

For these reasons, during the SA4 meeting #21 (Rennes, France), the H.26L codec was also mentioned as one of the new codecs for potential updating of PSS and MMS.

2. PROPOSAL

The H.26L codec specification defines few profiles and levels of conformance. A brief summary of the defined profiles is shown in the following diagram:
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We therefore propose to mandate the support of H.26L Baseline Profile and recommend the support of H.26L X Profile by PSS. We further propose to mandate the specific feature of SP and SI Slices of the X Profile, which is specifically oriented for adapting to bit rate fluctuations by a “switching/bridging” mechanism similar to the one presented in S4-010607 during the SA4 meeting #19.

As for levels, we propose to mandate Level 1 (the lowest level, aimed at QCIF and max video bit rate of 64kbps), recommend Level 1.1 (aimed at CIF and max video bit rate of 128kbps), and enable optional support of the next Level 1.2.
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