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1. Description

3GPP/SA4 would like to thank ISO/IEC/JTC1/SC29/WG11 for its Liaison Statement S4-020243 on the issue of a Call for Proposals on “Advanced Text and Graphics 2D”. We understand that MPEG may be interested in the work done by 3GPP/SA4 on the “Timed Text” work item.

SA4 would like to point out that a text track format has been defined for Release 5 of the 3GPP specifications. It enables to synchronize formatted text with other continuous media (e.g., subtitles within a video clip and karaoke) and defines a basis for future enhancements in 3GPP. It follows the requirements expressed within the SA4 group that take into account the mobile environment characteristics. The requirements can be found in the attached documents referred by SA4-020087 and SA4-AHP090.

The specifications of the 3GPP “Timed text” can be obtained in the annex D.8a of the attached document TS 26.234 v5.0.0. 

Within W3C there is currently discussion as to whether W3C should define a work task for what they also call “Timed Text”. We believe that the current specifications can serve as a simple backward compatible basis for future enrichments in W3C and MPEG.

2. Actions

3GPP/SA4 kindly requests ISO/IEC SC29/WG11 to take into account the work achieved so far in 3GPP while evaluating the responses to the Call for Proposals and to inform SA4 on the results of its evaluations.

3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG4 Meetings and Releases
	Meeting
	Date
	Location
	Host

	SA4#22
	22 – 26 July 2002
	Finland (Tampere)
	Nokia

	SA4#23
	30 Sept – 4 Oct 2002
	Canada (Montreal)
	VoiceAge

	SA4#24
	11-15 November 2002
	TBD
	TBD


The Release 5 of the 3GPP specifications is now completed. 3GPP/SA4 is working on the Release 6. It is expected that Release 6 will be ready in June 2003.

