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7
TFO Messages

The TFO Messages, introduced in clause 6, follow the generic IS_Message principle defined in annex A.

The following definitions are provided for the Sender side:

TFO_REQ (): Identifies the source of the message as a TFO capable device, using a defined Codec_Type.
TFO_REQ contains the following parameters ():

· the System_Identification of the sender;

· the specific Local_Signature of the sender;

· the Local_Used_Codec_Type at sender side;

· possibly additional attributes for the Local_Used_Codec_Type
· possibly additionally a future TFO_Extension.

TFO_ACK (): Is the response to a TFO_REQ Message.
TFO_ACK contains the corresponding parameters as TFO_REQ, except for the Local_Signature replaced by the Reflected_Signature, copied from the received TFO_REQ Message.

TFO_REQ_L (): Is sent in case of Codec Mismatch or for sporadic updates of information.
TFO_REQ_L contains the following parameters ():

· the System_Identification of the sender;

· the specific Local_Signature of the sender;

· the Local_Used_Codec_Type at sender side;

· the Local_Codec_List of alternative Codec_Types;

· possibly additional attributes for the used and the alternative Codec_Types
· possibly additionally a future TFO_Extension..

TFO_ACK_L (): Is the response to a TFO_REQ_L Message.
TFO_ACK_L contains the corresponding parameters as TFO_REQ_L, except for the Local_Signature replaced by the Reflected_Signature, copied from the received TFO_REQ_L Message.

TFO_TRANS (): Commands possible IPEs to let the TFO Frames pass transparently within the LSB (8 kbit/s) or the two LSBs (16 kbit/s). TFO_TRANS contains the following parameter ():

· the Local_Channel_Type (8 kbit/s or 16 kbit/s).

TFO_NORMAL: Commands possible IPEs to revert to normal operation. 
TFO_NORMAL has no parameters.

TFO_DUP: Informs the distant partner that TFO Frames are received, while still transmitting PCM samples.
TFO_DUP has no parameters.

TFO_SYL: Informs the distant partner (if still possible) that TFO Frames are no longer received.
TFO_SYL has no parameters.

TFO_FILL: Message without specific meaning, used to pre-synchronise IPEs or to bridge over gaps in TFO protocols. TFO_FILL has no parameters.

7.1
Extendibility

A mechanism for future extensions is defined in a way that existing implementations in the field shall be able to ignore future, for them unknown Codec_Types and their potential attributes. The existing implementations shall be able to decode the remainder of the messages (which is known to them) uncompromised. This mechanism allows to extent:

· the number of Local_Used_Codec_Types from 15 (short form) up to 255 (long form) for one System_Identification;

· the Codec_List;

· the Codec_Attributes (if needed).

In case of the TFO_REQ or TFO_ACK messages the attributes of the Local_Used_Codec_Type shall be sent in the codec specific way, without a preceding Codec_Attribute_Head Extension_Block. Existing equipment, that do not know a future Codec_Type and therefore do not know if and how many attribute Extension_Blocks do follow, shall skip these Extension_Blocks, until they find a TFO Message Header again.
Similarly, if future Extension_Blocks to a known Codec_Type are detected, existing equipment shall skip these Extension_Blocks, until they find a TFO Message Header again.
Editor´s note: the above marked sections do already indicate this extendibility, but the new sentence is felt to clarify the questionmarks completely.
In case of the TFO_REQ_L or TFO_ACK_L Messages the simple Codec_List shall be sent immediately after the SIG_LUC and possible Codec_x Extension_Blocks. Then the attributes of all alternative Codec_Types shall follow.  Each set of codec attributes shall be preceded by the Codec_Attribute_Head Extension_Block (with Codec_Type Identifier and Length Indicator) followed by the Codec specific attributes. 
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