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In D.16, “Speech levels from mobile networks”, presented at the SG12 Meeting in Geneva March 19-23, measurements of speech levels from mobile networks within one European country are reported. The average speech level from the mobile networks was about 5 dB higher than the corresponding average speech level from the fixed network. The conclusion drawn in D.16 is that the difference in speech levels is due to the fact that people talk louder when using a mobile telephone. 


At the SG 12 meeting other telephone operators were asked to report on similar measurements.


If the results from D.16 are confirmed by such additional measurements it might lead to implications for the specification of mobile telephone sets. As far as we understand the present technical realisation of mobile telephones assumes a voice level at the MRP (Mouth Reference Point) of –4.7 dBPa, and an SLR of 8 dB. The speech performance of the mobile telephone should consequently be optimised for this voice level. If the voice level in real use is considerably higher than this expected voice level, it will increase the possibility of calls with a higher degree of distortion caused by overload in mobile telephone circuits. 





SG 12 will keep 3GPP up to date with the results of additional measurements of speech levels from mobile networks.


 If the values reported in D.16 are confirmed Study Group 12 will take actions to change the SLR requirement in order to align the speech levels from mobile networks with those from fixed networks. Study Group 12 will keep 3GPP informed.


Attachment: D.16
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