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This document contains a brief report of the key decisions at TSG-SA#9 (Hawaii, USA, September 25-28, 2000) relevant to the Codec Working Group. All S4 members are invited to read the official meeting minutes for a full review of the discussions and results. 

1. Progress in work items

TSG-SA was informed on the work status in the S4 WIs: AMR Speech Codec (R99), AMR Wideband Speech Codec (R00), AMR TFO (R00), and Transparent End-to-end PS Mobile Streaming Applications (R00). Also, the status of TS 26.226 for Global Text Telephony WI (R00) was explained. The TSG-S4 report is contained in TSG-SA Tdoc SP-000394 (with presentation slides in Annex A of the report).  

The only pending R99 issue is the AMR 3G Performance Characterisation Report (TR 26.975). During TSG-SA#9, MCC explained that testing with Korean language has been found to require 5 kEURO more than originally expected, resulting in total costs of 60 kEURO and exceeding the amount of available PCG funding (55 kEURO). Authorisation for the additional cost is being sought from the 3GPP Partners by MCC. MCC explained that this slight increase will not be a problem and the testing can go on. No concerns were raised at TSG-SA#9. 
Some questions for clarification were asked, e.g., if Korean language could be included in the testing of AMR-WB codec. The S4 Chairman responded that the languages have already been chosen for the Selection Phase and the testing is ongoing. However, for the Charaterisation Phase other languages could still be chosen. 

LS from S4 to TSG-SA on Call Control Applications in External Devices (SP-000366) was presented. The LS clarifies that S4 has never intended to specify or assume a specific distribution of the Call Control Functions between Mobile Equipment and External Devices. TSG-SA noted that there are no limitations or assumptions on call control coming from S4. Further work and analysis on connecting applications to external devices and on implications to call control will be dealt within S2 and T2.  

2. Approval of contributions

Proposed new Work Item 

Proposed WI description on "Multimedia codecs for conversational packet-switched services" (Tdoc SP-000398) was approved. Approval was given with a note that concern was expressed on the feasibility of fulfilling the approval target SA#10 for the first specification (Default codecs for PS conversational multimedia applications).  

During the discussion, there was a request to move the approval date of the first specification to SA#11 considered in the request as a more realistic target than SA#10. This would also enable to present the specifications for information before approval. The TSG-SA Chairman emphasised that the procedure of presenting draft specifications for information before approval should not delay completion of work, and that meeting the milestones depends on work progress. It was also clarified that the main work in the WI is likely expected in choosing from existing codecs, rather than the design of completely new codecs. The target date of SA#10 as proposed by S4 was kept. 
Change Requests

The following three CRs were presented for approval:

1) Tdoc SP-000395: CR 001 to TS 26.110 on CS Multimedia Codec specification for real time text conversation (R00) 

2) 
Tdoc SP-000396: CR 006 to TS 26.111 on MPEG-4 interface to multiplex (R99) 

3) 
Tdoc SP-000397: CR 001 to TS 26.132 on Handheld hands-free Test Setup (R99) 

For SP-000396, it was asked whether this CR refers to the physical or logical interfaces within the ME. It was clarified that this was a logical interface (which would affect how the data appears on the physical interface). All the CRs were approved. 

Communication to 3GPP external bodies

The following three LSs were presented to TSG-SA for endorsement:

1) 
Tdoc SP-000399: Proposed LS to ITU-T Q. 15/16 on H.263 Annex X 

2) 
Tdoc SP-000400: Proposed LS to ITU-T SG16 on basic operators 

3) 
Tdoc SP-000401: Proposed LS to ISO MPEG regarding 3G-324M

TSG-SA endorsed all these LSs. 

It was clarified that initiatives are under way to allow other bodies and 3GPP to liase each other, but the procedures are not formalised yet. Therefore, TSG-SA can only endorse the documents to ITU-T and ISO MPEG and ask that individual companies would present the documents in the respective meetings.

Furthermore, TSG-SA Chairman clarified that there is no formal reason for LSs to be endorsed by a TSG after approval in a WG, but that this is at the discretion of the WG. It is sufficient that the information on liaisons to external bodies is provided to the TSGs.
3. Other issues of interest

· TSG GERAN is now included in the 3GPP work, which means that the maintenance of the complete GSM system is under 3GPP responsibility

· The further 3GPP Releases will be decoupled from the calendar year: Release 2000 becomes Release 4 (Rel4), and the following release will be Release 5 (Rel5), etc. The dead-line for finalisation of the content of Rel4 is March 2001 (TSG#11). December 2001 is considered as the target date for Rel5. The 3GPP work plan will be updated to show which WIs belong to Rel4 and which to Rel5. A final list of the WIs targeted for Rel4 will be created at TSG-SA#10.

· The following TSG-SA documents contain information on the overall status/evolution of the 3GPP program:  

Tdoc number
Title
Source

SP-000477
Draft Principles of 3GPP Work Planning - Release Mechanism
MCC

SP-000486
Work Plan Version 26.9.00 *
MCC

SP-000488
3GPP Specifications Status List near end of TSG SA
MCC

*) Note: A newer version (v. 11.10.00) exists in ftp://ftp.3gpp.org/Information/WORK_PLAN

Annex 1. List of input documents from S4 to TSG-SA
SA#9 TD
Title
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TD for

SP-000394
TSG-S4 Status Report to TSG-SA#9
SA WG4 Chairman
Information

SP-000395
CR 001 to TS 26.110 on CS Multimedia Codec specification for real time text conversation (R00)
SA WG4
Approval

SP-000396
CR 006 to TS 26.111 on MPEG-4 interface to multiplex (R99)
SA WG4
Approval

SP-000397
CR 001 to TS 26.132 on Handheld hands-free Test Setup (R99)
SA WG4
Approval

SP-000398
Proposed WI description on Multimedia codecs for conversational packet-switched services
SA WG4
Approval

SP-000399
Proposed LS to ITU-T Q. 15/16 on H.263 Annex X
SA WG4
Approval

SP-000400
Proposed LS to ITU-T SG16 on basic operators
SA WG4
Approval

SP-000401
Proposed LS to MPEG-4 regarding 3G-324M
SA WG4
Approval

SP-000366
LS from SA WG4: Response LS to TSG-SA on Call Control Applications in External Devices
SA WG4
Information
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