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	Abstract:
	Q6/12 would like to inform that the widely used Recommendation ITU-T P.340 "Transmission characteristics and speech quality parameters of hands-free terminals" is subject to a larger revision. Relevant committees are invited to review their own specifications on the usage of P.340 and possibly contribute input to the ongoing revision. 


Recommendation ITU-T P.340 “Transmission characteristics and speech quality parameters of hands-free terminals” is subject to a larger revision in Q6/12, which will last at least until end of 2024. The goal of this work is to restructure and transform P.340 into a fundamental specification for testing hands-free terminals of all kinds, including also modern devices like e.g., terminals for immersive communication.
It is intended to define and specify several aspects of testing, which are in particular relevant for hands-free terminals:
· requirements on test equipment and environment (rooms),
· physical test arrangements (like e.g., handheld, desktop-mounted, distributed microphones/loudspeakers, usage of turntable, etc.),
· simulation of acoustic near-end noise
· considerations for basic and advanced test methods (like e.g., testing of multi-talker scenarios, direction-dependent analysis, etc.).
On the other hand, existing clauses that currently do not contain normative content (like e.g., guidance, best-practices, subjective testing) will either be removed or moved into (informative) appendices. Since the revised P.340 will become a specification on basic principles, it will also not contain performance requirements anymore.
Q6/12 is aware that P.340 is widely used in the industry and in related test specifications for hands-free terminals. For this reason, Q6/12 would like to inform about the start of this activity, invite the addressed committees to review their own test specifications on possible impacts, and (if applicable) provide possible relevant inputs to be considered for the ongoing revision of P.340.
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