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As discussed in S4-231111 at SA4#124, addressing the Climate Emergency has become increasingly urgent and necessary for a majority of people to get involved in finding a multitude of solutions to this challenging problem facing humans today.  A group of delegates in SA4 are actively investigating what could be done to help address this problem.  During our efforts, we have encountered frequent questions and possible concerns which are documented and answered in the Google Doc here to help others understand, and possibly join in, these efforts.

Following is the latest version of the FAQ as of the Tdoc submission.

1. [bookmark: _4yfe3mxdm3mf]Why are we getting involved? This is such a big problem and it is not clear that we can make a significant difference. There are other sectors and industries that have a larger impact on GreenHouse Gas (GHG) emissions.

Sometimes when trying to tackle big problems that require many to get involved, we can feel like we can not do anything useful about the problem and that we need to rely on others to solve the issues.  The risk with giving into these feelings is that not enough people try and the problem never gets solved, especially for the climate emergency which is going to require many solutions from most, if not all, sectors and industries. 

Furthermore, although the ICT sector does not contribute the largest GHG emissions today, its usage continues to rapidly grow with other industries and any ICT technologies that have lower emissions will also have a growing impact.  Also, ICT has the potential to enable applications in other sectors that can reduce their GHG emissions.

2. [bookmark: _539abv2gst8a]Why not intially aim for smaller goals and targets?

Sometimes when trying to solve big problems, we may try to quickly limit our proposals to what we feel is feasible. Following this approach risks not doing enough at a time when we need to do so much. When tackling such a big problem, it is important to first agree on what we want to see happen. Regardless of whether we feel we are able to achieve these goals or not, it is important to first know and agree on what we want to achieve. Similar to how we solve engineering problems, we only start to assess technical solutions after we determine what the goals are.

3. [bookmark: _mqlf93vorq4w]How can SA4 work on the climate emergency as the processes, methods, and solutions needed may be different from 3GPP’s usual work and procedures (e.g., metrics and objectives, organizing work/study items)?

We are in an unprecedented time with this climate emergency, and therefore we may need to be a bit unconventional in our pursuit of solutions. It may be important to sometimes “color outside of the lines” as this could be what we are going to need to solve this big unconventional problem. It may be necessary to be creative in determining new methods, processes, objectives, and solutions to have more impact on the crisis.

4. [bookmark: _bkziidaj4ncm]Why is it important to avoid “green-washing?”

Claiming to be solving the problem without actually doing anything substantial can give the misconception that nothing more needs to be done. It can mislead people into thinking the problem is going to be solved and not do their part to address this problem that will take many people’s efforts to solve.

Furthermore, as many governments are considering or enacting regulations to limit GHG emissions by corporations and organizations, it will become increasingly important to have real technical solutions to the problem to meet any future requirements.

5. [bookmark: _fpzkli2ou1qg]What is a “bicycle option” and why is it important to have one?

Similar to how some towns and cities provide bicycles and bike lanes to provide a slower, less convenient, but much more climate-friendly option for personal transportation than traditional vehicles, a “bicycle option” for a cellular system feature provides the user a choice to not necessarily use the fanciest and most advanced mode of communication to reduce their GHG emissions.  This is important because many people are going to have to do their part to address the climate emergency and designing the system with bicycle options enables individuals to contribute to the problem by choosing a “greener option.”
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