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1. Introduction
At the previous Audio SWG ad hoc meeting held on August 8th, 2023, the following working assumption summarized in IVAS-6 [1] was reminded [2].

“If the cost for IVAS floating-point code to fixed-point code conversion exceeds the unused funds for IVAS codec testing, the question of how to top up the funds to the required level needs to be solved.”

This contribution presents the source companies’ thoughts on the solution for the above question. 

2. Discussion and Proposal

Problems to be considered would be able to be summarized in the following two points.

· ToR of the IVAS codec Public Collaboration [3] states, “each Contributor will be responsible for delivering its contributions in fixed-point C-code.”  Therefore, the cost for creating the fixed-point code for each Contributor’s contribution has been assumed to be funded by the Contributor.
· On the other hand, it was pointed out that there were codes of general functions or framework (like the main function) which did not belong to a specific contribution.  It was noted that it was difficult to count separately such codes and contributions specific codes.

For trying to do the best in good faith, the source companies would propose the following principle.

· The total cost of 1200k EUR is the maximum budget for covering the Selection tests, the fixed-point conversion tasks (equal share portion) and the Characterization tests.  No additional cost will be collected from codec proponents (Contributors).
· Fixed-point conversion tasks for individual functions proposed by proponent companies should be excluded from the scope of the equal share portion if the total cost exceeds 1200k EUR.  In this case, each proponent is responsible for providing a fixed-point code for its own contribution.  Each codec proponent can outsource its task to a third party by its own expense.  Otherwise, each codec proponent can provide its own converted fixed-point code.
· If the cost of the fixed-point conversion tasks for the equal share portion cannot be covered by 150k EUR which is currently left unused through the Selection phase, the cost for the Characterization tests must be adjusted for keeping the maximum total budget of 1200k EUR.
· The equal share portion can include whole IVAS codec system as long as the total cost does not exceed 1200k EUR and be outsourced to a third party in collaboration with codec proponents.

3. Conclusion
This contribution proposes a principle of the usage of the 1200k EUR budget for the IVAS codec Selection and Characterization phases.  It is proposed for agreement.
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