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1	Overall description
CT3 has started the stage 3 work on MBS Group Message Delivery and is discussing the role of the NEF in this new MBS Group Message Delivery framework. The following questions/comments were raised in CT3 during this discussion.
In clause 6.15 of 3GPP TS 23.247, the following provisions have been defined:
"In Group Message Delivery via MBS Session, the NEF is responsible for handling the group message delivery request from the AF, that is, the NEF transforms the group message into a file and determines the meta data information of the file. Over control plane, the NEF provisions Application Service (i.e. MBS User Service creation and MBS User Data Ingest Session creation as specified in TS 26.502 [18]), which then triggers the MBS session creation towards 5GC and NG-RAN. Over user plane, the NEF is responsible for ingesting the file to the MBSTF, which then delivers the file to the UE(s) via 5GC Shared MBS traffic delivery."

Also, in clause 7.5 of 3GPP TS 23.247, the following additional provisions specify the same requirement:
"4.	The NEF performs Application Service Provisioning by invoking Nmbsf_MBSUserService_Create and Nmbsf_MBSUserDataIngestSession_Create towards the MBSF using Object Distribution Method as specified in TS 26.502 [18]."
"11.	The NEF performs the User Data Ingestion towards the MBSTF as specified in TS 26.502 [18]. The NEF may push the file to the MBSTF or let MBSTF pull the file from the NEF."

Question 1:	For control plane and based on the above requirements, please clarify whether the NEF plays the role of the MBS AF in this case. In Rel-17, it is the AF that performs Application Service Provisioning either directly towards the MBSF or via the NEF (where the NEF is simply performing 3GPP topology hiding and relaying the request to the MBSF).
Question 2:	For user plane and based on the above requirements, is SA2 going to define a new interface between the NEF and the MBSTF to enable MBS Group Message Data file ingestion? or the existing Nmb8 interface between the MBS AF and the MBSTF is reused with the assumption that the NEF plays the role of the MBS AF?
2	Actions
To:  SA2 and SA4
ACTION: 	CT3 kindly asks SA2 and SA4 to provide a feedback on the above questions, and if necessary, update their specifications accordingly.
3	Dates of next TSG CT WG 3 meetings
CT3#128	22nd – 26th May 2023	Bratislava, Slovakia
CT3#129	21st – 25th August 2023	Goteborg, Sweden
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