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Introduction 

The TrFO/TFO Workshop thanks RAN WG3 for their reply to our N4-000551, R3-002351.

The following answers to RAN3’s questions are provided:

1. The TrFO/TFO Workshop’s requirements for TrFO are assumed to be mutual with R00, i.e. the requirements are valid for all R00 RNC’s. N4 does not expect to have a to determine whether a RNC supports TrFO or not, in addition to determining the release version. Furthermore, the requirements are valid even if the call results in transcoder at the edge or TFO connections.

2. The TrFO/TFO Workshop has considered fallback mechanisms when no common set results. The problem is that the MSC must know in advance of the OoBTC procedures what can be supported. If this knowledge is obtained after the set-up of the call then inserting a transcoder means end to end modification, which is considered unacceptable.

Problem 

It is understood by the TrFO/TFO Workshop that provided the MSC has knowledge of the fixed (static) capabilities of the RNC then it shall not request SDU formats that the RNC cannot support and then (point 2 in N4-000551) the RNC shall initialise all formats requested. What is not clearly understood by N4 is whether the static limitation is specific SDU formats or simply the total number of Sub-flow combinations.

RAN3 did not comment or confirm point 3 in the TrFO/TFO Workshop’s LS regarding the handling or rate control if there is a dynamic limitation to the active subflow combinations. The TrFO/TFO Workshop again requests confirmation that only rate control procedures shall be used to reduce the dynamic set of subflows and not the initialisation procedure.

The TrFO/TFO Workshop further asks RAN3 to clarify if (and if so why) the RNC can re-initialise the Iu UP for reasons other than RAB assignment modification requested from the MSC.

The TrFO/TFO Workshop assumes that the limitations to number of subflow combinations that can be active during a call at a given time can have impact on the other the other traffic configurations. However for TrFO to work the procedures must have a guaranteed support of a minimum number of SDU’s, i.e. supported by all RNCs.

Conclusion

The TrFO/TFO Workshop requests that (as a compromise) for R00, all RNC’s can always accept a RAB assignment request for 6 subflow combinations. Less than 6 is unacceptable to maintain current speech quality requirements and TrFO interworking (4 speech modes, 1 SID, 1 zero data).
A timely response on this issue will be appreciated
