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TSG-GERAN has reviewed a document (S4-000309) presenting potential problems with the support of the Robust AMR Traffic Synchronized Control Channel (RATSCCH) associated with the AMR speech channels.

TSG-GERAN rejected the two Change Requests presented in relation with this document for the following reasons:

-
CR A009 [R98] and CR A010 [R99] to the GSM 05.09 (Tdoc GP-000291 & GP-000292) proposing a change in the behavior of the MS after a modification of the ACS through a RATSCCH procedure were rejected because they introduce a new feature considered not essential for R98 and R99 implementations

-
CR A011 [R98] and CR A012 [R99] to the GSM 05.09 (Tdoc GP-000293 & GP-000294) proposing a new mapping of the RATSCCH aligned on the mapping of the FACCH were rejected because they introduce a late modification of the multiplexing functions in the layer 1.

It was however recognized that the problem addressed by the second set of CR was real and could justify an enhancement of the RATSCCH procedure. The proponent of these CR was invited to propose a new version applicable to Release 2000 and limited to the transmit side for backward compatibility reasons.
As a result of this discussion, TSG-GERAN members expressed some concerns on the complexity and future potential problems that could emerge in relation with the support of the RATSCCH.

Originally, the RATSCCH was included in the specifications because it was presented as absolutely essential to allow a full and efficient support of AMR TFO.

In light of the recent delays in the completion of the AMR Tandem Free Operation specification and the potential restrictions adopted for AMR TFO, some TSG-GERAN members questioned the necessity to keep in the standard a functionality that could lead to the implementation of AMR MS with undiscovered and unrecoverable problems, especially since it will not be possible to fully test the RATSCCH until AMR TFO implementations are available.

Consequently, it was proposed in TSG-GERAN to either:

· Completely remove the RATSCCH from the GSM specifications

· Or make the support of the RATSCCH optional for the MS (at least temporarily for Release 98 and R99 AMR MS)

TSG-GERAN would appreciate to receive TSG-S4 views on the potential consequences of adopting either solution in addition to an update on the established benefits of the RATSCCH.

The next TSG-GERAN meeting is scheduled for November 6-10,2000.
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