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1. [bookmark: _Toc504713888]Introduction
In an attempt to clarify the definition of an EAS, SA4 has previously sent out an LS to SA6 with some questions. SA6 has responded indicating that each process/application that serves the client is considered a standalone EAS. 
In this contribution, we discuss the implications of this response. 
1. Discussion
It is often the case that several EASs need to work together to offer the service to the client. By defining all EASs of a service independently, the following issues may arise:
· Because the EASs are discoverable independently, the selection of the EAS by the edge client may result in EASs running on different hosts, which might inhibit their ability to communicate among each other to offer the service. Depending on the service requirements, this might prevent the application from functioning properly.
· During an application context relocation procedure, only a subset of the S-EASs of the service may be relocated. This might result in service interruptions.

A possible solution for these problems is to allow the application provider to bundle several EASs together. The bundling would indicate to the ECS and consequently also to the underlying cloud platform that these EASs have dependencies among each other. Some limitations can then be imposed on the discovery and relocation procedures, such as:
· EAS discovery is tracked for EASs of the same bundle
· When discovering an EAS that belongs to a bundle, an EAS is selected that fulfills the requirements on the EASs of that bundle
· If required by the provisioning information, the EASs of the same bundle that serve the same service session must be run on the same host (e.g. container, VM, or bare metal server)
· If required by the provisioning information, the EASs of the same bundle that serve the same service session must have a private network connection that allows them to reach each other seamlessly.
· If required by the provisioning information, the relocation of all EASs of the same bundle and which server the same service session must be performed jointly.
· If indicated by the provisioning information, the KPIs for the EASs of the same bundle might be aggregate KPIs.

These restrictions are conveyed to the ECS and EESs to be applied during discovery and relocation procedures.
1. Proposal
We propose to define EAS bundling as part of the provisioning for edge processing. We also propose to respond to SA6 with the proposal to work jointly on the definition of EAS bundling.
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