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At the last SA4#113-e meeting SA4 agreed to adopt a working assumption on the funding process of the IVAS codec selection and characterization phases, documented in Pdoc IVAS-6 on selection deliverables [1]. The working assumption comprises several steps that are the cornerstones for the IVAS selection and characterization phase planning. The understanding with this working assumption is that SA4 should endorse the steps with formal decisions when they are due.
The first step of the working assumption is shown below:
· [bookmark: _Hlk71474340][bookmark: _Hlk71475916]The registered IVAS proponent companies shall reconfirm their interest to submit an IVAS codec candidate together with an optional indication if this will be a joint submission together with other proponents. 
This information will result in an up to date indication of the number of IVAS codec candidates to plan with. The reconfirmation should take place soon when the proponents had enough time for their considerations. 
Proposal
The initial proposal that the registered IVAS proponent companies should reconfirm their interest to submit an IVAS codec candidate has already been made several SA4 meetings ago. Furthermore, IVAS proponent companies have had long time for their considerations whether they would want to submit a candidate either by their own, together with other proponents or as part of the prospected IVAS public collaboration. Consequently, SA4 has adopted the bullet above as the first step of its working assumption for the funding process of the IVAS codec selection and characterization phases.  
The sources believe for the sake of progressing the IVAS work item including sufficient planning security for the IVAS codec selection and characterization test campaigns that it is now time for SA4 to invite the registered proponent companies to reconfirm their interest to submit an IVAS codec candidate. The proponent companies should also be invited to give their optional indication if this will be a joint submission together with other proponents. 
It is suggested for SA4 to decide that the re-confirmations and indications should be made no later than the next SA4#115e meeting in August 2021.
Reconfirmation and Indication on behalf of sources
When it comes to the sources, as they have since long developed and in detail presented to SA4 the concept of IVAS public collaboration, they consequently hereby reconfirm their interest to submit an IVAS codec candidate and express their expectation that they will submit a single joint candidate resulting from the public collaboration. 
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