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1. Introduction
So far, there has not been much discussion on whether the IVAS standardization might require a qualification phase. However, the question if there will be a qualification has significant impact on the IVAS standardization schedule. This contribution discusses this question and proposes a way forward for the group to come to a decision on that matter in near-term. 
2. Discussion
The present IVAS Project Plan (IVAS-2) [1] assumes that there will be no qualification but has a check-point for this assumption at the SA4#109 meeting, May 2020.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The source believes that deciding that late about a possible qualification phase constitutes a significant risk for the target to finalize the IVAS codec selection by December 2020 and for work items (such as ITT4RT) that are planned to rely on the new IVAS codec. It is also important highlighting that parties contributing to the IVAS standardization allocate significant resources to that work and thus need to get a solid basis for their resource planning. Thus, it would be desirable to get earlier clarification on the question than by May 2020.
It is obvious that the question of whether a qualification phase will become necessary depends on the number of codec candidates and the complexity of the evaluation tests. The data available to date on the number of companies that are interested in submitting a candidate is the Indications of Interest that were declared on or before Jan 19, 2018 and the recent indication of interest by one additional company [2] upon which the source expects further discussion and a soon decision. Based on this data, a number of 12+1 = 13 parties have expressed interest to submit a candidate. Given the ongoing discussions and partial decisions on the IVAS design constraints and performance requirements, it can be expected that a large number of complex evaluation tests will be needed for IVAS codec selection. The source believes that it is unrealistic to assume that 13 candidates could be evaluated and ranked in a direct codec selection.
Based on the above consideration, as of now, the group could decide to carry out a qualification phase and to develop a corresponding realistic time schedule. On the other hand and also since the IVAS codec work item has already been extended once to be completed in 3GPP Rel-17 rather than Rel-16, it may be desirable to get up-to-date indications of interest to submit a candidate. Parties that have already declared their interest may be requested to sustain their indications if they are still interested. Some of them may now have other priorities and not be willing to express their interest anymore. It may also be that parties have formed company consortia like during the EVS standardization where finally all 12 interested parties merged their proposals to a single candidate [3]. Thus, the number of parties now willing to submit a candidate may be substantially different than back in Jan 2018. 
In conclusion, the source thinks that it would be very desirable to get a new, more accurate number of expected IVAS codec candidates and use this number in a soon decision of whether to carry out a qualification phase. It should be possible to issue a new call for Indications of Interest to submit a candidate by the current SA4 meeting and to collect the results until the next SA4#105 meeting. That meeting could then make the decision and adjust the IVAS project plan accordingly.
3. Proposal
In conclusion, the source suggests agreeing on the following: 
· Issuing at the present SA4#104 meeting a new call to parties to indicate their (sustained) interest to submit a candidate.
· Encourage collaborating parties to indicate their interest to submit a joint candidate, thus making it more likely that a time and resource consuming qualification phase can be avoided.
· Collect and analyse the indications of interest by meeting SA4#105 and decide on the need to carry out a qualification phase.
· Update (potentially) the project plan (IVAS-2) by meeting SA4#105 to accommodate for a qualification phase.
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