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1 Introduction

The metadata assisted spatial audio (MASA) format has been proposed as a parametric input format in the context of mobile communications and at SA4#100 conditional agreement on the MASA metadata description was achieved, pending final agreement on this format.	
The objective of this contribution is to propose a way forward to have sufficient information for SA4 to later decide on the inclusion of the MASA format.

2 Required steps

Following the considerations in S4-181125, the following steps are proposed:
· Develop an open and common description (in terms of source code) of the MASA capture and synthesis.
This will enable developing in a fair and open approach test signals and performing validation of MASA by all IVAS candidate companies.
· Invite inputs on appropriate test methodologies in case the input of IVAS is provided in the MASA format.

3 Proposal

The source proposes to agree on the steps listed in Section 2.
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