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Introduction

Recent activity within the ITU-T SG16 regarding H.323 in both the discrete and continuous (with roaming) mobility scenarios may be of interest to S4, WI2 and to other groups within the TSG. 

H.323 Mobile

At the last Q.13/16 meeting (Red Bank, N.J.; 10/99), several substantial, comprehensive architectural proposals for mobility (both continuous and discrete) of H.323 terminals were submitted. Consequently, an ad hoc mobility group was formed in an effort to achieve consensus amongst the interested parties before submitting a proposal to the Q.13 group at large. While progress has been slow regarding details, a majority of the participants have a common view of what was required for H.323 mobility. The ad hoc group has weekly conference call meetings to discuss proposals for H.323 Annex H and I as well as H.246 Annex E.

H.246 Annex E

H.246 is intended for interworking of H-series multimedia terminals with H-series multimedia terminals and voice/voiceband terminals on GSTN and ISDN. Annex E of H.246 is specifically for interworking between H.323 and PLMNs.

Goal

H.246 Annex E specifies the procedures for an H.323v4 terminal to interwork with common PLMNs (e.g., GSM, ANSI TIA/EIA 41, and PDC). Scope of interworking includes sending and receiving voice calls, voice mail notification, and sending and receiving short messages.
Work Plan

1) Develop H.323 extensions to be include in H.323v4 (which is planned for determination in 2/2000)

2) Develop communication procedures for inclusion in H.246 Annex E for determination in 2/2000

3) H.246 Annex E is to be decided in 9/2000 (which is aligned with the H.323v4 decision)

4) Future work for 2001 determination may include supplementary services, WAP interworking with 2G networks and base interworking with 3G networks. This work will be aligned with H.323v5.

H.323 Annex H

By some, Annex H is seen as  a comprehensive description of components and a protocol for communication that achieves the same functionality (e.g., VLF, HLF, and AuF) as exists in today’s PLMN’s (such as GSM) for support of a home and foreign H.323 Gatekeeper concept. In doing so, typical PLMN functions, such as authentication and billing, would also be achieved within the context of H.323.

Several contributions have been made describing this same functionality (minus Gatekeeper specific functions) as it exists in 3GPP and IMT-2000 specifications. Those drafting Annex H were implored to use this functionality.

H.323 Annex I

Many members of the ad hoc group feel Annex I should be addressed after Annex H is more clearly defined, so no technical contributions have been made to date. Discussions that have taken place so far indicate a general desire not to employ special channel coding schemes in H.323 or use an H.323 specific bearer service. There has been some objection to using Mobile IP due to performance issues. However, it has been noted that these issues have been recently addressed.
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