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1. Background

During the 3GPP SA4 meeting in Munich, a liaison  was sent to MPEG requesting guidance about the usage of non ISO codecs in the MP4 file format structure. In particular, 3GPP requested information about the procedure for the registration of codepoints, so as to eliminate the risk of naming conflicts. 

The 3GPP SA4 26.324 specification includes a section in which two sample atom entries ('samr' and 's263') are defined, respectively for the inclusion of AMR and H.263 codestreams in MP4 file format structure. 

Previous to the 3GPP liaison, MPEG had already addressed the issue of codepoint registration by issuing a call for an authority that would register the objectIndicationTypes for codestreams included in MP4 files within the MPEG-4 System architecture.

2. MPEG meeting in Singapore. 

During the MPEG meeting in Singapore, the LS statement from 3GPP was discussed in the Systems group, in the Requirements group and in the Liaison group. 

The discussion about the usage of non-MPEG or non-ISO codecs in MP4 addressed not only the case of H.263 and AMR proposed by 3GPP, but also that of Motion JPEG2000. 

The adoption of MPEG technology by 3GPP was welcomed by MPEG. MPEG liaisoned back to 3GPP, and the Liaison Statement is attached to this report for the convenience of SA4 members. 

In summary, MPEG reacted quite positively to the request of 3GPP. 

· the "call for registration authority" has been extended so as to cover the needs of 3GPP.  In addition to the objectIndicationTypes, the registration authority will register also external additional atoms (such as the SampleEntry atoms defined by 3GPP). 

· In the revised call for registration authority, MPEG expressely asked that the two SampleEntry atoms defined by 3GPP are reserved from now, and are used to initialise the database as soon as the registration authority is created.

· The registration authority will register at the same time the SampleEntry atoms and the objectIndicationTypes for non-ISO codestreams, so that they can be used both with or without the MPEG-4 System architecture, without need of other registrations in the future.

· The registration authority will also issue a 'brand name' than can be used in a "branding" atom. This will allow the optional "branding" of files that use the MP4 file structure, but whose compliance is established outside MPEG specifications (as it is the case for 3GPP ad its two additional SampleEntry atoms).
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