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1 
Background

H.263 MIME types are defined in an IETF Internet draft called "MIME Type Registration of RTP Payload Formats". The document contains a specific MIME type for each H.263 version, i.e., "H263" for H.263 version 1, "H263-1998" for H.263 version 2, and "H263-2000" for H.263 version 3.

The latest version of the document (http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-ietf-avt-rtp-mime-03) originates from July 2000. The document has been expired recently, and the authors have not provided a new version yet. The contents of H.263 Annex X (Profiles and Levels Definition) were settled in the latter half of year 2000. Consequently, the description of H263-2000 in the latest version of "MIME Type Registration of RTP Payload Formats" is outdated. The situation was noted in ITU-T Video Coding Experts Group, and an informal letter to correct the description was delivered to IETF Audio/Video Transport group. A formal letter will follow later. The next paragraph presents the proposed correction (extracted from email dated 16-Jan-2001, sent by Stephan Wenger to IETF AVT and ITU-T VCEG groups):

4.2.7. Registration of MIME media type video/H263-2000

MIME media type name: video

MIME subtype name: H263-2000

Required parameters: None

Optional parameters:
profile: H.263 profile number, in the range 0 through 8, spec-
ifying the supported H.263 annexes/subparts.

level: Level of bitstream operation, in the range 0 through 99,
specifying the level of computational complexity of the decoding process.

Published specification: RFC 2429
The profile and level specifications may be found in Annex X of the
November, 2000 version of ITU Recommendation H.263, "Video
coding for low bit rate communication". Note that the RTP
payload format for H263-2000 is the same as for H263-1998, but
additional annexes/subparts are specified along with the pro-
files and levels.


2 
Proposal

We have no reason to believe that the upcoming version of "MIME Type Registration of RTP Payload Formats" would not follow the description presented above. Moreover, we believe that the H263-2000 MIME type should be used in 3GPP multimedia specifications to provide interoperability with fixed line systems. 

Therefore, we propose to mandate usage of H263-2000 MIME type in TS 26.234 and TS 26.235 as it is proposed above. Usage of profile and level parameters should be mandated as well. Furthermore, we propose to leave the exact reference document for the H.263 MIME type to be left open until an up-to-date document is available.
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