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Executive Summary
The EVS SWG conference call #19 took place on Sept. 26, 2012, 14:00 CEST for 2 hours with the GoToMeeting tool provided by Motorola Mobility. There were 34 participants and 11 input documents (including the agenda). All input documents were covered. 
The outcome is summarized below:
· The qualification phase status was reviewed. In particular, the cutting tool and randomization tool was agreed and the network simulator was left under discussion until Sept. 28.
· The proposal in AHEVS-193 for delay compensation of transform coders was agreed as a working assumption, unless any negative comment is received. An issue of preamble was left to be verified in the AFR tool proposed in AHEVS-200 (by Sept. 28, 2012). A new version of EVS-7a (v1.0.3) was discussed and noted.
· A new version of EVS-8a (v1.0.4) was agreed during the call.
· The discussion of music & mixed content material review was initiated. A new conference call was scheduled (on Oct. 3, 2012, 14:00-16:00 CEST) to continue this discussion.
1 Opening of the session: September 19, 14:00 CEST
The EVS SWG Chairman, Stefan Bruhn (Ericsson), opened the EVS SWG teleconference call. Minutes were taken by the EVS SWG Secretary, Stéphane Ragot (ORANGE).
The GoToMeeting provided by Motorola Mobility was used to share documents and for VoIP conferencing.
2 Approval of the agenda and registration/allocation of documents
The agenda in AHEVS-191R1 was agreed (see Annex A of the present report).
Mr. Markus Schnell (Fraunhofer) proposed to first take urgent things on test plan matters before considering comments on music and mixed content items. 
The agenda order was clarified as follows: A.I. 3, 6, 5, 4 with 4.2 at the end.
It was agreed to consider all late documents.
3 Approval of EVS SWG Conference Call#18 report
Mr. Stéphane Ragot presented TD AHEVS-192 Draft report from SA4 EVS SWG Teleconference #18 (19th September 2012), from EVS SWG Secretary
Comments / questions: 
None.

Conclusion:

TD AHEVS-192 was agreed.
4 Qualification phase status review
4.1 Completion of Network simulator, cutting tool, 
randomization tool (due 21 Sep)
The EVS SWG Chairman recalled that the deadline for the completion of tools was Sept. 21, 2012. He noted that the network simulator received comments and it is under discussion until Sept. 28 (see discussion in A.I. 6 of the present report); for other tools (cutting tool, randomization tool) there was no comment.

Conclusion:
The cutting tool and randomization tool are agreed.
The network simulator is under discussion until Sept. 28 (see A.I. 6 in the present report).
4.2 Review of submitted music and mixed content samples (due 28 Sep)
Mr. Hao Yuan presented AHEVS-194 On submission of music and mixed content samples, from ZTE Corporation

The source requests to comply with the rules setup by EVS SWG and insists on the submission deadline (Sept. 14) for music and mixed content samples Two submissions are noted as invalid and the source requests not to include them in the common music and mixed content sample database.
Comments/questions:
Mr. Imre Varga (Qualcomm) asked how to handle technical corrections (here to 4 or 5 files) in the EVS exercise.
Mr. Minjie Xie (ZTE) explained that in SA4#70 many delegates complained about the tight EVS schedule, and he stated that the only way to complete the project on time is to follow agreed deadlines. He commented on the CuT submission deadline or the funding deadline for the selection phase.

Mr. Imre Varga (Qualcomm) stated that the issue is different for the LoI or the CuT submission, as in one case there is a legally implied date. He emphasized that the proposed item correction has no impact on the schedule of the process, and noted that the original submission is still available and could be used. 
Mr. Minjie Xie (ZTE) noted that the case can be different, but the definition of deadline is the same.
The EVS SWG Chairman recalled that the EVS SWG had possibility to put in EVS-5a that no CuT re-submission is allowed but it was concluded common sense should be applied with some flexibility for PCs to consider the case and the group to decide.
Mr. Milan Jelinek (VoiceAge) supported the idea to do the exercise in time, but he noted that some flexibility is needed as errors are inevitable. He stated that following the logic of ZTE contribution no update of scripts would be allowed after the scheduled deadline because the deadline has passed. He insisted that the complexity of this exercise is such that avoiding mistakes is impossible.

Mr. Imre Varga (Qualcomm) pointed out the signature of a LoI is formal and belongs to the legal side, while the music database is a different action.
Mr. Minjie Xie (ZTE) disagreed with putting different deadlines for some items.
The nature of corrections done by Qualcomm and Panasonic after Sept. 14 was discussed. It was also noted that Motorola updated items to add silence at the beginning and end, which may be viewed as submitting new items although only silence was added.
Mr. Minjie Xie (ZTE) clarified that AHEVS-194 just indicates that an updated submission after the deadline is not acceptable.
The EVS SWG Chairman asked if the material submitted by companies before the deadline could be used.
Mr. Noboru Harada (NTT) pointed to the rule in EVS-8a for the material review where some items can be replaced if there is not enough material after exclusion.
The EVS SWG Chairman noted that the problem raised by ZTE is not related to the procedure of accepting and resubmitting, but simply about the deadline. He summarized that the material originally submitted by Qualcomm and Panasonic has to be discussed, and the resubmission of material after the deadline was objected.

Mr. Jon Gibbs (Motorola) noted that only ZTE objected. The EVS SWG asked if other companies supported this objection.

Mr. Minjie Xie (ZTE) asked all PCs to comply with the rules agreed at the previous meetings; he stated that if one company objects to AHEVS-194, it would also object to agreed rules.

It was noted that for Panasonic the updated was just to change file names while the material was not changed. 

Mr. Milan Jelinek (VoiceAge) commented that not many companies volunteered to do the huge part of the job and that mistakes cannot be avoided. He stated that there are no solutions if error corrections are prevented and at the same time the procedure is followed, and the group would have to keep e.g. erroneous items or scripts that crash.

Mr. Noboru Harada (NTT) commented on the update by Panasonic and noted that it is related to recorded mixed content. He recalled that recorded mixed content is only used by that PC and there are only 7 items in this category, therefore the group has to allow updating this material. He also stated that NTT and NTT DOCOMO spent huge amount of resources to crosscheck all materials, and that if there is enough good material remaining in the first pool, if all some slight mistakes are allowed to be corrected then all the review process would have to be rerun on the updated material again. He added that he tried to review the updated material from Qualcomm, and he still found mistakes that remained. He noted that perhaps another company may have enough resources to crosscheck resubmitted items, and he emphasized that he also has to prepare the preliminary CuT and speech sentence pairs. He proposed to look at the material that is left after the review process and suggested not spending time on this discussion if enough material is left.

The EVS SWG Chairman noted that there was no consensus on the proposal. He suggested discussing about a new meeting to continue the discussion on material review, and it was agreed to schedule it on Oct. 3 at 14:00 CEST.
Conclusion: 
TD AHEVS-194 was noted.
A new meeting was scheduled (on Oct. 3, 2012, 14:00-16:00 CEST) to continue the discussion of material review.
4.3 Processing scripts for subjective evaluations (due 28 Sep)
Mr. Markus Schnell (Fraunhofer) explained that all 12 experiments were completed and the two independent implementations by Fraunhofer and Orange gave identical results for reference conditions. He clarified that the next phase was to test CuT processing by exchanging scripts.
Mr. Stéphane Ragot (ORANGE) explained that ORANGE already shared scripts with Fraunhofer, Dynastat and NTT DOCOMO.

Mr. Nobuhiko Naka (NTT DOCOMO) confirmed that all checksums are identical on his environment to the checksums provided by Orange; he summarized that NTT DOCOMO’s crosscheck is completed, except for Experiments D, H, L.
Mr. Stéphane Ragot (ORANGE) explained that ORANGE is implementing the random selection of music and mixed content items and the generation of artificial mixed content.

Mr. Markus Schnell (Fraunhofer) noted that the delay compensation for transform coders will need to retest the related conditions if changes are agreed. The EVS-8a Editor noted that NB experiments would not be affected, and NB has already been fully crosschecked.

Mr. Harald Pobloth (Ericsson) requested to get the scripts for Ericsson to crosscheck them. Mr. Stéphane Ragot (ORANGE) indicated the scripts would be provided after the conference call.

Other companies were invited to get in contact with ORANGE to get scripts if they wanted to perform some crosscheck.

4.4 Verification of tools for objective evaluations (due 28 Sep)
The status of tools for objective evaluations was checked.

Mr. Stefan Doehla (Fraunhofer) explained that Fraunhofer received comments from Huawei about JBM evaluation and that an answer will be provided after all comments are addressed.

4.5 Common scripts for objective evaluations
The EVS SWG Chairman noted that there was no deadline on common scripts for objective evaluation.
Mr. Milan Jelinek (VoiceAge) stated that VoiceAge almost finished the gain check scripts.

5 Qualification test plan matters
Mr. Milan Jelinek presented AHEVS-193 Delay compensation for reference transform codecs, from VoiceAge Corporation
The coded frame in transform coders is longer than the actual frame; it is proposed to align the bitstream with the time window used for the transformation. New delay compensation values are proposed for G.722.1, G.719 and G.722.1: half the frame is compensated in encoder and decoder. This proposal is at high level, and implementations details, e.g. for G.719, are to be checked.
Comments/questions:
Mr. Markus Schnell (Fraunhofer) stated that this proposal is valid and agreed that it makes sense to put the errors in the center of the time window. He added that the only problem is the delay compensation for G.719, where one needs to add 480 samples instead of removing them. He clarified that the proposals in AHEVS-193 are reflected in AHEVS-196. He also explained that the issue with G.719 is that the G.719 encoder/decoder does not produce any delay; hence the proposal in AHEVS-193 would reduce more than the codec produces.
Mr. Milan Jelinek (VoiceAge) clarified that the views between VoiceAge and Fraunhofer are not diverging, and the G.719 part has to be confirmed.
Mr. Markus Schnell (Fraunhofer) proposed to update EVS-7a and align scripts if the high level understanding is agreed by the group (for instance by email). The EVS SWG Chairman supported this approach and summarized that the proposal in AHEVS-193 is the working assumption unless any negative comment is received. He asked if this way forward can be accepted. Answer: yes.
Conclusion: 

TD AHEVS-193 was noted.

The proposal in AHEVS-193 is the working assumption for delay compensation of transform coders, unless any negative comment is received.
Mr. Venkatesh Krishnan presented AHEVS-200 Update to EVS-7a, from Qualcomm Inc

An update to AFR tool is proposed based on comments expressed on the previous version. The VAD flag output is printed out as 16 bit short integer so that the gain check tool takes this as input. The output stats are printed to stdout instead of stderr.
Comments/questions:
Mr. Stefan Doehla (Fraunhofer) asked how the preamble is taken into account in the updated tool. He pointed out the gain check will be done on a signal where preamble is removed.

Mr. Venkatesh Krishnan (Qualcomm) clarified that the first 10s of preamble will be excluded from the VAD calculation. He noted that EVS-8a specifies that the preamble is to be removed, which can be done in the scripts, while the gain check tool has not the capability to ignore a preamble.
Mr. Milan Jelinek (VoiceAge) asked if the VAD produced by the AFR tool also has a preamble included and whether the scripts need to strip off flags from VAD flag file; he noted that the same problem was reported with the previous version. Mr. Venkatesh Krishnan (Qualcomm) stated that this part needs to be checked.
The EVS SWG Chairman summarized that the handling of preamble has to be verified while the tool needs a parameter to indicate that the first 500 frames are preamble.

It was clarified that the parameter value of 35 corresponds to the SID size for AMR.-WB, and it is used to generate the VAD outputs and extract the VAD information.
Mr. Harald Pobloth (Ericsson) commented that the SID frame size of individual CuTs has to be taken into account. Mr. Venkatesh Krishnan (Qualcomm) clarified that one provides a value in case of a single SID or a file in case of multiple SID sizes.
Conclusion: 

Verification of the issue of preamble is to be performed by Qualcomm by Sept. 28.

TD AHEVS-200 was noted.
5.1 Joint editing of test plan

Mr. Nobuhiko Naka presented AHEVS-190 Permanent Document EVS-8a: Test plans for qualification phase including host lab specification v1.0.3, from Editor (NTT DOCOMO INC.)
Several corrections suggested during the previous conference call are implemented.
Comments/questions:
Mr. Craig Greer (Samsung) asked if there is a time for the preliminary CuT submission deadline. The time of 23:59 CEST was proposed.
Mr. Minjie Xie (ZTE) aked where to send the review of submitted music and mixed content samples (3GPP reflector or somewhere else). The EVS SWG Chairman suggested submitting comments to the 3GPP reflector.
Mr. Imre Varga (Qualcomm) commented on the need to respect the multiparty NDA.

The EVS SWG Chairman stated that the level of information in a high-level review report would not bring issues with regard to NDA, and if someone wants to disclose issues, this has to happen of limited group of NDA parties. He summarized that comments have to be raised until the deadline via the 3GPP reflector or to the parties of the multiparty NDA.
Mr. Miao Lei (Huawei) asked whether the preliminary CuT should be submitted on the ShareFile folder of each CuT. Mr. John Tardelli (Dynastat) confirmed this understanding and he clarified that he would send an email requesting that.

Mr. Jon Gibbs (Motorola) noted that comments over the SA4 reflector mentioning individual items would probably be a mistake and a breach of the NDA – this issue was related to comments by one the PCs.
Some details of the CuT submission format were discussed.

Conclusion:
TD AHEVS-190 was to be revised to TD AHEVS-201 which was agreed.
6 Qualification processing plan matters
Mr. Markus Schnell presented AHEVS-196 Proposed corrections to EVS-7a, from Editor (Fraunhofer IIS)

The main correction was needed for music & mixed processing experiments, where files not 20ms block aligned. The 2 independent script implementations got aligned after padding the last frame. In Annex other updates are made (update for tools, changes for delay compensation for transform coders and pool list to make handling of music easier…).
Comments/questions:
It was noted that AHEVS-193 and AHEVS-200 have to be presented before discussing the proposed changes. It was also noted that there was not much time to review this contribution.

It was commented that the preamble used for padding and the relationship between all defined preambles could be clarified in EVS-7a.

Some details of the pool file were explained: the example is an abstract version (line by line) of the pool for LL#1 for the randomization command line. Mr. Milan Jelinek (VoiceAge) requested more time to check this proposal.

It was clarified that the list of items would be separate for each candidate, due to cultural aspects and language aspects.
Mr. Stéphane Ragot (ORANGE) noted that the lists would have to be crosschecked to prevent errors. Mr. Jon Gibbs (Motorola) suggested that each PC circulates the lists with the other 12 companies to check. Mr. Stéphane Ragot (ORANGE) suggested attaching these lists to processing plan. The EVS-8a Editor proposed to attach these lists to EVS-8a which already contains the lists of noise.
The format of files was discussed (e.g. Word format). Mr. Stéphane Ragot (ORANGE) proposed to attach a zip file collecting all text files (lists) used by the scripts. The EVS-7a Editor supported this proposal.
Eventually it was decided to attach the lists to EVS-8a.

The EVS SWG Chairman summarized that changes from TD AHEVS-200 and TD AHEVS-193 could be implemented assuming no negative comments are received. Other changes were left to be checked offline.
The EVS SWG Chairman suggested to try removing brackets in the next teleconference.

Conclusion: 

TD AHEVS-196 was noted.

Mr. Stefan Doehla presented AHEVS-197 Updated network simulator for JBM, from Editor (Fraunhofer IIS)

There was a bug report by Ericsson on Sept. 21, and the bug was related to a memory issue. A better memory handling was implemented in the updated source code and another change (conversion from C to C++) was also done.
Comments/questions:
The EVS SWG Chairman asked if anybody had time to verify the network simulator. Answer: no. He asked if anybody planned to verify the updated tool.
Mr. Tomas Frankkila (Ericsson) stated that a preliminary version of this update was tested and seemed to be working.

The EVS SWG Chairman indicated that the Sept. 21 deadline was passed and he invited to crosscheck this updated tool and set again a certain cutoff date for agreement. He proposed to set the deadline to Sept. 28 and if no comments are received until that date the network simulator is accepted.
Conclusion: 

TD AHEVS-197 was noted as the tool needs to be crosschecked.
6.1 Joint editing of processing plan
No Tdoc in this A.I.
7 Other business
Mr. Noboru Harada (NTT) commented on TD AHEVS-198 and stated that the most critical part is about recorded mixed content, as there is no alternative solution. He suggested that all PCs provide acceptable material. He stated that one issue is that 3 companies submitted quite similar material, and this issue should be considered and solved. He added that NTT can crosscheck new contributions if this can be solved. Mr. Jon Gibbs (Motorola) disagreed with this view. Further email discussions were invited.

Motorola volunteered to provide the GoToMeeting tool for the next teleconference.

8 Close of the call: Sept. 26, 16:10 CEST
The EVS SWG chairman recalled that the deadline for the submission of review report on music & mixed content items is Sept. 28, and he invited offline discussions to solve issues. He then closed the meeting. 
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