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Introduction

The three Listening Labs identified to participate in the 3GPP EVS Selection Phase have agreed on the following assumptions for the design and structure of the subjective tests involved in the EVS Selection Phase. 
· All of the subjective tests will be conducted according to ITU-T Recommendation P.800 [1] using either the Absolute Category Rating (ACR) method or the Degradation Category Rating (DCR) method. For the DCR tests, the legacy rating scale will be used (see Fig.1).
 

Fig.1 Rating Scale to be used in the DCR tests.
· The subjective tests will involve either speech materials (Speech Tests) or Music and Mixed Content materials (Music/Mixed Content tests). 
· Speech tests

· Number of Conditions for ACR tests = 48, for DCR tests = 36

· Number of Talkers = 6 (3 males/3 females)

· Number of Samples = 4 per talker (+1 for preliminaries/review), each sample is a sentence-pair of 8 sec. duration

· Number of Subjects = 32, 4 panels of 8 subjects where each panel has an independent randomization 

· Experimental Design - Partially-balanced/Randomized-blocks (each panel rates one sample for each talker for each condition)

· Music/Mixed Content tests

· Number of Conditions for ACR tests = 48, for DCR tests = 36

· Number of Categories = 3 (Classical Music, Modern Music, Captured Mixed Content)

· Number of Samples = 8 per category (+1 for preliminaries/review), each sample is a meaningful passage of Music or Mixed Content with duration between 6 and 8 sec. 

· Number of Subjects = 32, 4 panels of 8 subjects, each panel with an independent randomization

· Experimental Design - Partially-balanced/Randomized-blocks (each panel rates for two samples for each category for each condition)
· Randomizations

· Four for each test, one for each panel of subjects

· Based on the Partially-balanced/Randomized-blocks experimental design

· Developed and provided by the Global Analysis Lab (GAL)

· Method of allocation of samples to conditions by listening panels will be determined after the statistical analysis methods and test conditions have been determined by the EVS group

· In addition to specifications contained in the ITU-T Recommendation P.800, the subjective tests will be conducted according to procedures and practices described in the ITU-T Handbook for practical procedures for subjective testing [2].
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5    Degradation is inaudible.


4    Degradation is audible but not annoying.


3    Degradation is slightly annoying.


2    Degradation is annoying.


1    Degradation is very annoying.
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