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1. Introduction
This document provides notes and recommendations on the various noise files submitted for the EVS Qualification phase testing. While most of the files were found appropriate, some noises were found problematic and their inclusion in the database should be further discussed. 
2. Proposal
The following table contains a list of VoiceAge recommendations. The noise files we find acceptable are marked as “Y”, the noise files that we propose to remove are marked as “N”, and the files marked with “?” are the files where we have some reserves that should be considered before their acceptance. The table is followed by a justification of our proposal.
	PC
	Car noise
	Street noise
	Office noise

	Ericsson
	Y
	Y
	?

	Fraunhofer Gesellschaft
	Y
	N
	?

	NOKIA Corporation
	Y
	Y
	?

	NTT
	N
	?
	?

	NTT DOCOMO, INC.
	Y
	Y
	?

	SAMSUNG Electronics
	--
	Y
	Y

	ZTE Corporation
	Y
	Y
	--


Car noise

· NTT - when coded with AMR, DTX on, (NB test, HP50 and MSIN filtered signal, noise @20dB SNR) the coded energy in inactive (i.e. CNG) segments is significantly stronger (up to 8 dB) than the energy of the input signal. This might bias the test results.
Street noise

· Fraunhofer – similar concerns as expressed by Dynastat - regular strong horns, it sounds more like car noise with open windows
· NTT – similar concerns as expressed by Dynastat - too smooth, static noise.
Office noise

· Nokia , Docomo - we consider recognizable speech as a potential problem in a distributed multi-language testing.

· Ericsson, FhG, Nokia, NTT - very high activity factor ratio (AFR) when coded with the reference codec – measured on our speech database with AFR of about 70%, the proposed noises yield AFRs of about 90% for AMR codec (details are summarized in the table below).
In the table below, the length of the speech corpus was about 4 minutes which roughly corresponds to the length of the speech corpus supposed to be used in the EVS qualification testing. A preamble of 10 sec was excluded from the calculation. For NB test, HP50 and MSIN filters was used to process the input while HP50 filter was used to process the WB input. The input speech level was normalized to -26dBov level. The same noise level of 20 dB SNR was used. The last row contains the AFR measured on the clean speech corpus.
	
	AFR [%]

	PC
	AMR – VAD1
	AMR – VAD2

	Ericsson
	90.00
	93.38

	Fraunhofer Gesellschaft
	90.84
	91.99

	NOKIA Corporation
	90.23
	90.20

	NTT
	90.62
	89.38

	NTT DOCOMO, INC.
	76.56
	85.11

	SAMSUNG Electronics
	84.09
	87.30

	clean speech
	69.19
	70.97


We note that the AFRs for the proposed car and street noises of all PC are only slightly higher than the AFR measured on the clean speech corpus.
