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1. Introduction
This document provides my notes and recommendations on the use of the various PC submitted noise files for inclusion in the EVS Qualification experiments. The following table contains a list of my recommendations. It if followed by a description of my reasoning in eliminating some files from use in the experiments.
	PC
	Car noise
	Street noise
	Office noise

	Ericsson
	Y
	Y
	Y

	Fraunhofer Gesellschaft
	Y
	N
	Y

	NOKIA Corporation
	Y
	Y
	N

	NTT
	Y
	N
	Y

	NTT DOCOMO, INC.
	Y
	Y
	N

	SAMSUNG Electronics
	-
	Y
	Y

	ZTE Corporation
	Y
	Y.
	-


These recommendations are provided by the Hoist Lab in an advisory role, Years of experience in the recording of and the use of acoustic background environmental noise are the basis of these recommendations. They should not be followed unless at least one of the PCs is in agreement with them.

All of the Car noise files are essentially static in power across their 5 minute lengths with some road pavement noise. The vehicle and pavement noise represents a normal in car environment. They have similar spectra and no included speech. The NOKIA file shows some spectral features in the speech range. The NTT and NTT DOCOMO files look irregular but have smooth spectra. All files are recommended for use.
Most of the Street noise files are essentially dynamic in power across their 5 minutes of length. The various files do vary greatly, their characteristics are provided below.
Ericsson – pedestrian “babble”, passing vehicles and normal city noise. Smooth spectra. Realistic.
Fraunhofer – excessive horns (harmonic spectral features), little pedestrian. Realistic environment but not recommended because of extensive harmonic features.
NOKIA – birds, heavy traffic, highly dynamic in power, some horn. High frequency energy (19-22kHz) Worst case, but realistic.

NTT – Quiet street, no pedestrians. Long segments without features. Smooth spectra. Not recommended because it is too static.
NTT DOCOMO – Mostly pedestrian. Some recognizable speech, no vehicle traffic. Smooth spectra. Busy residential walkway. Realistic.
SAMSUNG - Heavy traffic, some horn. Pedestrian in some sections but not others, break sounds. Harmonic spectra in some sections, high frequency energy (17 – 19kHz) in others. Realistic.
ZTE – vehicle and pedestrian traffic. Some horn. Smooth spectra. Realistic.
Office – the Office files vary significantly across PCs, their characteristics are provided below.
Eriksson – dynamic but consistent, no speech. Spectral features below 1kHz. Realistic except for missing “babble”. Private office?
Fraunhofer – much impulse noise, some background speech and music, cups and saucers, limited phone rings. Busy spectra, but not harmonic.
NOKIA – highly dynamic very busy, heavy AC? Recognizable speech, limited shredder. Spectra remarkably smooth and consistent over sample. Not recommended because of recognizable speech segments.

NTT – Some segments primarily “babble” with some recognizable speech and office noises behind the “babble”. Other segments have only office noise. Recommended but could cause some problems because of recognizable speech.

NTT DOCOMO – very static with “babble” in background. Limited office features. Smooth spectra. Not recommended because of limited variability.

Samsung – Good mix of office noise with “babble” in the background. Some tonal sound and phone rings. Harmonic spectra with phone segments.

