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Dynastat is concerned with the progress of the EVS Qualification Phase effort. In Kyoto Dynastat agreed to perform the HL and GAL functions for the total price of €195k funded through the 13 proponents paying €15k each. This agreement was predicated upon a contractual start date of early June 2012 and the agreement that SA4 would provide the processing scripts, the common noise source material, and the music/mixed content material for the subjective tests. The “working” schedule presented in SA$#68 (Kyoto) proposed that the permanent documents would be completed in SA4#69 (Erlangen). ETSI has stated that a contract will not be initiated until the test plan, the processing plan, and the global analysis plan are finalized and ready to be attached to the contract. These steps did not happen in Erlangen and the “working” schedule has been delayed an additional three months, i.e., to SA4#70 (Chicago). 

Though some progress has been achieved over the past month - funds collected, NDAs agreed and signed, test and processing plans advanced - a great deal of work remains to be done if the project is to remain on the current “working” schedule. The test plan, processing plan, and global analysis plan need to be approved in Chicago, two months from today, if ETSI is to issue a contract on Aug.20 for the Host Lab and the GAL. Dynastat believes that the aforementioned documents need to come into SA4#70 ready for approval. This means that final review versions should be available in advance of the Chicago meeting to give all parties the necessary time to flush out any inconsistencies, to confirm the integrity of the permanent documents, and report back to the editors. In addition, during the next two months, SA4 needs to complete the scripts and confirm that those scripts implement the test and processing plans accurately.

· From the Host Lab’s perspective, the following are the issues that have been agreed:
· Common Platform – WIN32

· Scripts – DOS batch files

· Each Proponent will deliver a preliminary executable 

· Cross-check of reference conditions – Reference conditions and Reference codecs will be cross-checked on the preliminary materials only (i.e., preliminary speech, noise, and music/mixed content files)

· Cross-check of PC CuT conditions – Only the conditions involving the Proponent’s CuT will be cross-checked using the source materials delivered by the PC

· From the Host Lab’s perspective, the following are open issues that still need to be resolved:


· Common noises

· 
Music/Mixed content samples
· Finalization of condition lists for each experiment

· Reference Codecs (Fixed or floating, versions, executables, etc.)

· 
Who in SA4 is responsible for development, delivery, and cross-check of processing scripts

· Who in SA4 is responsible for resolving possible issues between the HL and the PCs

Dynastat has been attending the SA4 meetings for the past two years providing assistance and advice on subjective testing issues as needed by the EVS sub-working group. Dynastat began contributing documents at the point we were formally designated as HL. These documents included “working” schedules, a detailed qualification phase description, and others to facilitate moving the project forward. In addition, we have been participating in most EVS and joint EVS/SQ ad hoc meetings. Please remember that Dynastat is a member of SA4 only because we are an independent laboratory and hope to provide our services to customers in need of subjective testing. We have no interest in codec development and the selling of licenses.  Our revenue comes from selling services to customers like you, the candidate proponents.
Please be aware that additional delays in this effort could affect costs. Dynastat is keeping open the possibility that additional funds above the current €195k may be required to cover the cost of a global analysis?
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